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Fig 3. <A, TR AL 7E2]9); Hllustration of a Single-panel Five Peaks Screen with a Wooden Frame,
in Yongjong mosa togam tigwe, 1900~1901, Korean Empire, Ink and Colors on Paper, Kyujanggak
Institute for Korean Studies (https://kyudb, snu, ac, kr)

Fig. 4. <A, Tojx=AlE=7k2]9) ;5 Tlustration of a Single-panel Five Peaks Screen with a Wooden Frame,
in Ojin tosa togam tiigwe, 1901~1902, Korean Empire, Ink and Colors on Paper, Kyujanggak Institute for
Korean Studies (https://kyudb, snu, ac, kr)
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RIS Slrh(Fig. 6). o] 317 919 Tk T SH((EHE) HFo R, FHolA A ==y
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Fig, 5. <YL %= 44> Single-panel Five Peaks Screen with a Wooden Frame, ¢, 1901, Korean Empire,
Colors on Silk, 190x150cm, National Palace Museum of Korea, Changddk 6421 (https://www. gogung. go. kr)
Fig, 6. <@¥eH® A §-E7}= ZWALA> Black-and-white Photograph of a Catalogue Card for a
Single-panel Five Peaks Screen with a Wooden Frame, ¢, 1960s, National Palace Museum of Korea
(National Palace Museum of Korea)
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{Table 2> <" 2] 7153} A2 Functions and Mounting Materials of the Folding Screens (Ch'0ppyong),
1900-1902

Screen Ground
L . Mounti il
Year Format Installation Site Stage / Function Materials ounting Materials
hoejang [[%E o]
six- Hiingdokchdn so Siin ponean Angsa - nokpang saju & b
oy | ondol sy | O PO e, |pyonais
P LU . " - paekpang saju 1 /j#%iih
1900 - hongbang saju #T. /bl
four- Sonwonjon 6jin ian
ancl lanch'Ong # ”][,a B yangsa all match those of the above
P Fi R N s
hason
- nam kongniing B %
o . . hoejang
1901 four | Chu&g%;v&ﬁf]on Smﬁ-;(ilr\l %};p;rfan yangsa |- chaji kongnling %52 Ei#%
pane = RS hoejang kiimbak [n]%&45x 4
- ch'6pkim Ji54>
pyOna match those of the above

47 T uAt=ge) Ay (1899~1900), "5, Pi 1) = H, Tl SIS —AREIS AT AL
48 ¢=1g 8] 9Fo] =% (2023), pp. 100-121.
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Fig. 7. <4¥9Q%% W3> Four-panel Five Peaks Folding Screen, c. 1858, Choson, Colors on Silk,
247.7%438.2cm, National Palace Museum of Korea (National Research Institute of Cultural Heritage)
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Fig. 8. <¥¥YQ¥ = ®3Z> Four-panel Five
Peaks Folding Screen, c. 1901, Korean
Empire, Colors on Silk, Tokyo National
Museum (https://colbase, nich, go.jp)

Fig. 9. <d9¥e¥ = WHF fFe]de> Glass
Plate Negative of Four-panel Five Peaks
Folding Screen, National Palace Museum of
Korea (https://emuseum, go. kr)
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Fig, 10, <¥9Y 285> Four-panel Five Peaks Folding Screen, Early 20th Century, Korean Empire, Colors on
Silk, 231, 8%497. 2cm, National Palace Museum of Korea, Changdok 6413 (National Palace Museum of Korea)

Fig, 11, <AIXQGA |34 28 Az} 92 =1 1 - ¥ Front-panel and Left Side Panels of the Five
Peaks Screen for the Third Chamber of New Sonwdnjon, Late 19th Century, Colors on Silk (National
Research Institute of Cultural Heritage)
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Fig. 12. <AAL9A A14 ¥ 42> Detail of the Five Peaks Screen for the First Chamber of New
Sonwonjon, ¢, 1900, Colors on Silk (National Research Institute of Cultural Heritage)

Fig 13, <2974 A)24 251 A5 Detail of the Five Peaks Screen for the Second Chamber of New
Sonwonjon, Late 19th Century, Colors on Silk (National Research Institute of Cultural Heritage)
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Abstract

A Study of the Five Peaks Screens in Relation to Imperial Portrait
Production during the Korean Empire Period

Son, Myenghee*

This study examines the production and use of the Five Peaks Screens (obongbyong) in relation to imperial
portrait (Jjin) making between 1900 and 1902, when Emperor Kojong actively pursued the reinforcement of
imperial authority. Drawing on records from the itigwe (royal protocols) concerning portrait production, the
research analyzes the types and functions of the Five Peaks Screens according to their placement in the
portrait-making procedures and further investigates their mounting styles. By comparing these textual
accounts with extant artifacts, the study identifies the screens presumed to have been produced at the time
and explores their stylistic features.

During this period, various types of Five Peaks Screens were employed, including single-panel screens with
wooden frames (sappyong), folding screens (ch'oppyong), and three-sided partition panels (sammyon
changja). The sappyong represented a newly emerging type that, like the portrait hanging equipment
(kwaebonggi) used in portrait production, incorporated special devices capable of unfurling portraits from the
top. Combining the sun, moon, and five peaks imagery with silk mounting, the sappyong functioned not only
as a ceremonial object embodying dignity and authority, but also as a practical tool for enshrining and
displaying the imperial portrait. Its functions extended from official viewing ceremonies to temporary
enshrinement and the inspection of underdrawings. By contrast, ch'oppyong screens of four-, six-, or
eight-panel formats were installed exclusively for temporary enshrinement. Their mounting practices shifted
from the traditional use of narrow green silk strips at the edges to the use of purple silk strips and the addition
of wide blue silk along the upper or lower borders. The three-sided Five Peaks Screens, used in the imperial
portrait hall (Sonwonjon), consistently maintained their established mounting style.

Through comparative analysis, the study argues that the three single-panel Five Peaks Screens in the
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National Palace Museum of Korea and the four-panel Five Peaks Screen in the Tokyo National Museum were
produced for the 1901 copying of the seven imperial portraits and were installed respectively in
Hiingdokchon (for the portrait copying process) and in Chunghwajon (for temporary enshrinement).
Meanwhile, the three-sided Five Peaks Screen in the first chamber of the New Sonwonjon was initially
produced for the 1900 reconstruction of the Sonwénjon in Kydngbokkung and was later moved to the newly
rebuilt S6nwdnjon in Kydng'ungung (present-day Toksugung) in 1901. These screens share stylistic traits
such as triangular-looking peaks with strait ridges, distinct height contrasts between the central and side
peaks, and diagonal wave patterns arranged in succession. In particular, the Tokyo National Museum screen
appears to simplify the three-sided Five Peaks Screen of the New Sonwonjon’s first chamber. The lowered
rendering of the four flanking peaks, inclined toward the central peak, is interpreted as a symbolic
visualization of Confucian monarch-subject relations, and as reflecting the ideological climate of

strengthening autocratic imperial power during the Korean Empire period.
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