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Fig. 1. (A9= WAES] A2 - 79 279 23> The 2nd and 7th Day Scene of King Ch'ogang in
Siwangdo (Ten Kings Painting) and Pyonsangdo (Transformation Tableau), 10th Century, National
Library of France, Pelliot Collection, No, 2003 (The Paper/Pengpai News, https://m, thepaper. cn/)

Fig 2. (N9 WA= A4 - 79 238} A The 4th and 7th Day Scene of King Ch'ogang in Siwangdo
(Ten Kings Painting) and Pyonsangdo (Transformation Tableau), 10th Century, National Library of
France, Pelliot Collection, No, 2003 (The Paper/Pengpai News, https://m, thepaper, cn/)
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T k. A== AR AlA oA o] ol A= A e At &3] IS Al o= g¥st
=, T - = - YR AYE = FH2 A PR 2ol 7} QA HRkA o 2 Al
e T A = 3P 0] Ak 53] sotAloh A= 9F S HojF= 9~1047]
L] AR M= A v, A A 5o =] S RitHFigs. 1, 2). o]’
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1 o)9]o) M2 o|z o|2Zek(Irkalla), F(Kukku), o}2}e](Arali) B+ 7)Z(Kigal)o]2}ale F-Etr} M. Choksi,
“Ancient Mesopotamian Beliefs in the Afterlife,” World History Encyclopedia, published June 20, 2014,
https://www, worldhistory, org/article/701/ancient-mesopotamian-beliefs-in-the-afterlife/; Caitlin Barrett, “Was
Dust Their Food and Clay Their Bread? Grave Goods, the Mesopotamian Afterlife, and the Liminal Role of
Inana/Ishtar,” Journal of Ancient Near Eastern Religions 7, no, 1 (2007): 7-65,
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Frolth(Fig. 3).7 el =2 A7 19l elatr 954 Ea uiekQl b= (Abzu) o] R el
A7 EHA. 22l gk ATZ AL S o) = B WA= VT
AL 8, F== 4 st g Lol e ARFAA R Fehe A77E 5 el Sl
Aaz2hiol] irtal ojxiet.® o]3tols Ui 7j9] o] §lom, £ AEE o] £& 5
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ofaloet.f olel| 7122 v A e of X ol Al Zd A2 ofplo = TP Al kd
olsrEt= (Isthar) JAl3= 2puf) ApoJolet.® of A[spA|AI7F At o7l Ar2 ]l 3Q1A]
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olfrEhEs QIZE AN A H) S ol 1 Je e B 9 o198 AEY
o, b T ofof mEakA) ek, A1) RS ThS: St S ol 7)ol
Ak A5 v BBk k. o] & $18) AshAAR ek 1 AF Al

2 Carlos Gutiérrez Saenz, “Enkidu and Gilgamesh,” accessed March 12, 2025, https://uni-hamburg. academia,
edu/UwePodolski, %72] ¥F7-8 wA]g] S 2 5.2 b, % 9= nfe} Elorl = (Tiama) = o] Tol] 25
4 ojelo 2 A]50] 3lom, ol teol] 4 B (Dilmun)o] 113 ek, ofefek Al AFaHE—elkAl Al
(Shamash) o] B4, “AlF](Siduri)'e] <5, 28] 2] AlA] ‘o] 2Zeh(Irkalla) —& 257 (B7HAIA] XA (Epic of
Gilgamesh))ollx] 714 Zlolek, HEah, 41 AL (Entil o] F71okh §& B3 $724 W] wheh G (Abzu) = o2
A A3} (Sumerian cosmogony) &] 3141 ¢ 2ot}

s A, Tz, Hze] Alkg Atk (FFRULsE, 2007), p 88,

i o) St el (Net) 7} 0 79 #-& A7) 8 ST Hheh, ek (Namiar) = ol d712] AFola) 5
A, o) RS Aekshe O3S Bekh e DekGall) Bl Bl VR EL BT JESS TR E
o FAFOI, 15| AL Fo) AsHAAL £HH) TEE 2T SFT Y& HAT 5 gk, eI
o] Fa| A= Frans A. M. Wiggermann, “Nergal A. Philologisch,” Reallexikon der Assyriologie und vorderasiatischen
Archédologie 9 (2001): 218; Julia M. Asher-Greve and Joan G. Westenholz, Goddesses in Context: On Divine
Powers, Roles, Relationships and Gender in Mesopotamian Textual and Visual Sources (Fribourg: Academic Press
Fribourg and Gottingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 2013), 288,

5 o]E, MMiXEln|ole] ofal QIeht/olfreta w gt A o] Wish, Tgdw]EAlel 18 (2024, 2), pp. 7-39.

6 PELT}S A}o|E ol https://sacred-texts, com/ane/ishtar, htm, 4H 2 A3} (o] WA 8473} o}7f=0] Al
3} FelqrEt2 o] WA 35 oM+ o] efale] Age] ol olldll4] 7123 o Asteithy) djulste] F&ol o]z HAS
BARIE Zeu A, A 7o) EgS ol thA] Ao} Eoke 7 Hok

7 Stephanie Dalley, Myths from Mesopotamia (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2000), 155, ©]¢}-AF8E &3-2- (A7}
WA FARA) A7HEE Al123) oA 71577 & Ag(o]272Y, Irkalla) o] BAIAE & 4= It} Benjamin R,
Foster, The Epic of Gilgamesh (New York: W.W. Norton & Company, 2001), 47.
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8  “The Marriage of Nergal and Ereshkigal: A Tale of Power and Balance,” Mifologia, 20253 2 114 732,
https://www, mifologia, com/; Stephanie Dalley, “Nergal and Ereshkigal,” in Myths from Mesopotamia (Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 2000),

9 Wiggermann, “Nergal A, Philological,” 221,
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vEx| =), V| 22 oAl 255 2, 3t -5, A7PA oAl i, A8 =7 55
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H AL, ek Sl 2A =Sk el ol 71Ee] HRol wl, AR F2 e
BARE 3] BE S e BE ARFEC] (-2 o Edd AR 2drhs 19
Abgshs GA A7 A9 S| Aol A Ais dg]ar, Ao 3a-& skl |
o2 Wl F o} AlStel A= AREAAIZE A8} B R el] A8, S5 A Al
& A=t olfsh Al AP 5 AlEo] o, 53] 9] 4= (Anunnaki
S HF A= AS & Uk sEANE Alvte] AR Y 9f o whe} o] F
ﬂxlﬁlxlt& (F-2rte] S) A & = Qo] HEkst Alete] 7l JITh7 | Hrk= gt
& ofatol] wheh ARFA A o)A o] a2 FEbE Ao = AYzhE.

10 “Epic of Gilgamesh,” Britannica, 2025\ 29 119 74, https://www. britannica, com/topic/Epic-of-Gilgamesh,

11 “The Death of Ur-Namma (Ur-Namma A): A Version from Nippur,” lines 132-144, 20253 2 11 7324
https://etcsl, orinst, ox, ac, uk/.

12 Carolina Lopez-Ruiz, Fumi Karahashi, and Marcus Ziemann, “They Who Saw the Deep: Achilles, Gilgamesh, and
the Underworld,” KASKAL: Rivista di storia, ambienti e culture del Vicino Oriente Antico 15 (2018): 87-90,
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13 Stephen Hosea Vongdip and Agai Matthew Jock, “A Conceptual Study of the Judgment of the Dead in Ancient
Egypt,” Journal of Culture, History and Archacology 5, no, 1 (January 2025): 1-9,

14 o)]FE Nslef wp2 W, 2(Ra)= -7 AA © o Aol B2 5 A =2 93 Heal dheE suisith
BjFal o m A 19 o F s Bl 4ke] vk (solar barque) & Blal dhaS 722 Eﬂ Bt F2 AP whelE oIk
Jeht a7k A2 gEe] 91, = AR wiel FHA| A&e] oA E (akhet, A%4)E A b A0 2 ot wjuf 2
0] %38 FOFE (Duat) 2 01012 ot 2 0 2 BAMEHSI Ao o s /‘V—}ﬂ F, I Aok S vkt
et G 7] 3k A H& Aol ek, o] o Foll T g wElE & Dl‘-_i W21}, George Hart, 4
Dictionary of Egyptian G()db and Goddesses (London: Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1986), 68-72, 179-182.

15 (= gl aE)= aid] o] FJECX 71 Qe e £ 02, 1= A (Old Kingdom) $-7141] 57838k iet. o=
AR7A delzl 71 Q2 L o]ME Fal E3 oot o] E](Old Egyptian) 2 7158 o] 8] 2EELS *}7}3}
(Saqqara) ]9 ¢] w]g}n| = x]&} B3} 4] F(sarcophagi) o] A|7AZT}. o= A5 w7 KE] A6k, 28]1 d¥+= A1
%17 (First Intermediate Period) 2] A|8%=27}#] o]oj it} 714 @ @) 7S5 vk 7)1 2400~ 2300&3_175‘&—,—
A, ()= B AE)E 0 4] shekonk bR 4 9181, ] glo] FAmt 715 wlo] Itk “Pyramid Texts,”
2025 29 11 A4, https //pyrarmdtextsonhne comy/.

16 (3] A (Coffin Texts) )= o|FES] A FERoR 7|94 210088714 ALw] 8t} John H, Taylor,
Death and the Afterlife in Anaen[Egyp[ (Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 2001), 34, %28} T2+ &5
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Fig. 5. (&5 ATETH 2] JA} Fol2] T nuletol] HALE F 2] A) The Book of Two Ways Depicted on
the Floor of the Sarcophagus of Gua, Physician to Governor Djehutyhotep, 1795 BCE, British Museum
(Archaeology Magazine, https://archaeology.org)

I AT Aol s, M2 sV A 8l w2 A o B4 Srekal Ak o] H7)w it
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New Kingdom) 7] AR8-dtt. 92 F=olAl 8] 8- Hd (F2hn| = B AE) o) &, (3] M)= dvt A5} 778
A1 ARSEE = QUIEE. (T2 M)olrti= A F LATRI 2 (Osiris) & Wk ARF- Al Aol A -2k 7id o] 2=
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18 o)1) 41 @ AJI(Osiris) = -2} 419he] A0 2 S AR OB, s F& AHE Alek e Sk @Azl
A} A A (Osirian afterlife) = 7071 Fo] 2 4= gl on], Ax|o] ah= “Q Alg|x-To] 8 "o & Ea)7|% 3t} o]
23t AARE EARAN EAIE, T, Ho 2 7158 R0 2 WA= o & Sk ik, (Fe] Aol S FRES
g2} ol2lek 913 0 2HE A& He skl - WA S5 (second death) & 93 4 Q=5 FEr

19 2R 7(F] glee] A1) AR AAI A Alehg wkE v ©grte] o Eo] A AR 2A) ehdekar FAeHA B 5 e
427}A] 2] BEolt}, JEL AL WHA o]F 5, 215 1 3AdE A& Fste] ko] -8 A4t
7Pg frrgdh 552 ofu o] 519] -2 (The Papyrus of Ani)ellA] LM, o]= o]FE (ARAke] A)e] YR, BH| <]
AR AE o} (Ani, 125037 BCE)S 93 2=t 20243 29 19 A hitps://www, worldhistory, org/
The_Negative_Confession/.

20 N.J. van Blerk, “The Emergence of Law in Ancient Egypt: The Role of Maat,” Fundamina 24, no, 1 (2018): 69-88;
N.J. van Blerk, “The Ancient Egyptians” Religious World: The Foundation of Egyptian Law,” Journal for Semitics
28, no, 1 (2019): 7-13,

21 Ayoub Laissouf, “Death, Funeral Rituals, and Afterlife in Ancient Egypt,” Self-published, Academia, edu, 2015
(Accessed January 13, 2025, https://www,academia, edu/24371541/Death_Funeral_Rituals_and_Afterlife_in_
Ancient_Egypt).
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Fig, 6. (ZU|¥|2 gu]F29] A7 24> Judgment Scene from the Papyrus of Hunefer, 7he Book of the
Dead (Scribe of the 19th Dynasty), 13th Century BCE, Egypt, British Museum (British Museum,
https://www. britishmuseum, org/)
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SV A AAIL - FALRE B5 0 2 BALES] 0]"— Hl, 7, T Q=22 AAA]
7h EAE= 3ot o]kl X WAks S lT‘f’/]‘:‘i ‘:]"\] SARE A QS olofzitt

22 “Field of Reeds (Aaru),” 202513 29 11 72, https://www. worldhistory, org/Field_of _Reeds/.

150 o) KMoprfel-AE8) sk Fale] AR ek AET =



ke
=2
)
X
|m
ro,
il
rlo

A AAAIA 9] a5

dh= Aol o FH A AR A AL W91 i

ofl, = 3] o] E o) A ARk E T} A A

o)FolAE Fto R It ®

g 3 o] HEQEL AR AR 7=
PES BHEE AuFFE o)5Fee]

], Al ukz Bkl ko] ufout. 271 <l

s

3l ok o

Fig 7. (513%.6] ¥} Khufu's Ship, ¢. 2500 BCE, Old Kingdom, 9721 T8I ARFHaL ejgre] wle =2 A2
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2 GAE S 7] A E wkeA] rl2ksHmummification) 2HE-& A ok Tk, o] EQIEL AA7E 218 A H
2 REsojoplk GJEo] F&3 4= Slrkal 'l om, o] & fJel Haulgh weh ARt 7S B A vjetshe st
W] FAo) ol WAL QAlE|2et FUAH7] $I3h 4198k o) o] Qiek, HRte] FERe 9 Al AlstelA] £
SR, QBT S5-8 SESRAL FEg 2, A G SHE o2 AXE AR AlA o)A ThA] Ao
4= qkar Wt} Laissouf, “Death, Funeral Rituals, and Afterlife in Ancient Egypt.”
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v o]ch(Fig, 7).% o] wi= 7194 ¢F 250097, aith o) FHE = A4z A7) gk Q.
T3] tiajgin) = gof o] olx] FlE A T EATE e A o] R E o] w8 Adut
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24 F3F 20251 19 259 7240, https://www. britannica, com/biography/Khufu,

25 Nancy Jenkins, 7he Boat Beneath the Pyramid: King Cheops’ Royal Ship (New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston,
1980).

26 Tdz]olz gt F o T eloH(Odysseia) s o4 *FE o] L o 2 Algpick el AL Bhul2e) F o= leizitk = 5o 3d

< sho @M oo Qlrkar dwEEtar ok e, i) aeleae) F-53) P& Aeje] kA oju]y, TEH gkl

-5 31 (2004), p. 13, T 40 Za1,

27 ToujAololy A4 Flamit 2 P58 shAE Axshs A3hs 3kt 2025 19 23U A,
http://www., davincimap, co, kr/.
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FRIAFE ol sht e, e v

Olympus
(home of the gods)
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Fig. 8. (3}]2=¢] 9]X]) The Location of Hades (ResearchGate, =% hfh:]—(Flg 9).31 g2 AE 2L 2} o
https://www. researchgate, net/)

& PPHA deEtal sk 7RE
(Charon) oAl AAFT. 7F2 7 AIA1 9]
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o} S HAR A= A2 IF AR AF] oltt o] A=

A = Az ol ARl el A o] Bgo] ulR| 7] miiZol] AlEell A HrtaL ghek. Al A 2
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30
31

32
33

S S 10T T ] S e k2 5] S 7K ATk QTR Al A il ol
Ao] EASFAH Y Hholl = Ao AL EA5HA] & o, gk %‘Ev: p. 13,

orpAelh o AEA o] Ao A Mo e BER wAED, dALEsd ()
(Theogony) /] ZH25t @ A0 (012191 2] o[, G 553§ Y24 41559 4o A48 5
o AE] WA S PR R= 7o 2 1o W 24890 Folo|u|o] 2 (Aeneid) s o4] G5 ool ojo}2T) A%
2 e/} 22827 2ol o] e

A QEL el 2| 7] QAlolimsse] BE F 71 vl B Woleka sk, e kel =, p. 13
FotjAjolo}y 240 Fams FH& JES Uz QAwshs I8 $33c) 20259 29 149 A4,
http://www, davincimap, co, kr/davBase/Source/davSource, jsp? Job=Contents&SourID=SOUR001145&Lang=%E
C%98%81%EB%AC%BS.

7122 Fololu|o] 2~ (Aeneid) s W6 FAE 1=919] B50 2 Y d7 AR & AR Ao 2 HAEL,
o= ) A TN T8 98-S Y dgolal, arf e it ohue} FEUE ZepAIOiZEA] oojx o,
o}g]~Ed}| 2 (Aristophanes) ¢ "7]7-2] (Frogs) 5 (406 BCE), F7]o}=(Lucian, 24171)¢8] "ApAE3te] ths}
(dialogue)s 59 w3 1313H WM = FA7F BAELY, lan Morris, Death-ritual and Social Structure in
Classical Antiquity (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1992): 106; 2025\ 1€ 19 7321, https://www.,

britannica, com/topic/Charon-Greek-mythology.
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V. S2Ajo} R4 AEAA B A they

Ll Ajoprjo} 2] ] ARF A A - TRt E3HA - Tl Q AEo] §tE A s
ot o)l E3}2] wH Sol|A F2oF2~E 1l (Zoroastrianism) 1= A58l F-3H 2] AFSA|
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42 Maltjk= (Vendidad) s 197 30, https://www., avesta, org/vendidad/.

43 2025\ 19 25 734, hitps://www, britannica, com/topic/ancient-Iranian-religion/Human-nature#ref 559680,

44 2epQAR=detal 2 dek o] B0 2 QANEM, B Ezle] G gt ofgel npRrh= QRS #F-8]E o
55 AHsh] S8l 22FoAE Rt 2025 19 259 74, hutps://www. britannica, com/topic/Sraosha,

45 "¥}5]2(Bundahishn) 5, 30% 20,

4 FHEE YEEL ozt (Yasna) s 4673 108, Mltiok=; 19 2771 S0l U2tk

7 e ZRolxE|] AFAQ ol XENAvesta) 2] TolrE(Yasht)s ol ZhulEck 20259 1€ 23U 74,
https://www., britannica, com/topic/Rashnu,

48 Tokru(Yasna)y 227 2273, glervi= v EeH(Mithra), 2~2kAK(Sraosha) ¢} $7] AVF A& a8t

49 wg] ol ko] A p, 308, ZRORAE aloA =2 7t (Garu demana) 2l E-2]W, o]« o}F2} nf=rkrt
)= o A1 o 2 HARETE ¥hH, 252 =72 Y H(Druj demana) 2 B2 1, o] o411 e} nlol i
(Angra Mainyu, o}2]wh7} x|ujsh= 3Lo|t},

50 FolrE(Yasht)y12% 7-94, FHt}8]2(Bundahishn) s 3073 2-472.
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52 ZIn}E the]of] #3l A Judith A, Lerner, “Les Sogdiens en Chine: Nouvelles découvertes historiques, archéologiques
et linguistiques,” Orientations 34, no, 8 (2004): 158, ZAr, "L S A s i il (2%, PRl sh f5E s 2B 71
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Fig. 11, <(ATZ=9l shfisie] FBZ) East
Wall Exterior (Left) and Floor Plan (Right)
for Sogdian Tomb of Shi Jun, 579-580 CE,
Northern Zhou Dynasty, Shaanxi History
Museum (National Museum of Asian Art,
https://sogdians, si, edu/shi-juns-sarcopha
gus/)
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Abstract

Concepts and Iconography of Afterlife Judgment in the Religions of the
Ancient West Asian - Mediterranean Cultural Sphere

Lee, Seunghui*

This study aims to analyze the concept of afterlife judgment and its iconographic representations as
developed within the ancient West Asia-Mediterranean cultural sphere. In the afterlife beliefs of
Mesopotamia, Egypt, Greece, and Zoroastrianism, afterlife judgment functions as a central element, with the
underworld serving as the designated realm of the dead, where the fate of the deceased is determined.
Particularly in these cultures, the concept of afterlife judgment evolved beyond mere mythological motifs into
astructured system of judgment, visually represented through symbolic imagery such as the river and bridge
of the afterlife and the scales of judgment.

In ancient Egypt, the weighing of the deceased’s heart against the feather of Ma’at determined their moral
standing, while in Zoroastrianism, the Rashnu Scales measured human deeds quantitatively, establishing a
visual icon of afterlife judgment. Over time, the concepts of the ‘river of the afterlife’ and the ‘bridge of
judgment’ emerged, symbolizing the boundary between life and death. The Chinvat Bridge in
Zoroastrianism functioned not only as a passage separating the living from the dead but also as the ultimate
site of judgment, dividing souls between heaven and hell. These ideas were not confined to a single religious
tradition but spread through cultural exchanges between East and West, as evidenced by various artistic
representations. Notably, the presence of both the scales of judgment and the Chinvat Bridge in reliefs on
Sogdian ossuaries in Central Asia serves as key evidence of the transmission of afterlife judgment concepts

through transregional exchanges. While these iconographic elements exhibit regional variations, they retain

Research Professor, Namdo Cultural Research Center, Sunchon National University
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consistent thematic features and later influenced the East Asian cultural sphere.

As these concepts of afterlife judgment and their visual representations were transmitted to China, they
merged with Buddhist notions of reincarnation, most notably exemplified in the Dunhuang “Ten Kings of
Hell' paintings. The Dunhuang murals feature depictions of rivers, bridges, and scales of judgment,
demonstrating a conceptual connection with the afterlife judgment traditions of the West
Asia-Mediterranean cultural sphere. By exploring the links between these traditions and East Asian Buddhist
art, this study aims to provide a new perspective on “Ten Kings of Hell’ research and lay the foundation for

further in-depth analysis of afterlife judgment iconography across cultural boundaries.
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