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Fig. 3. {(HIAESHUER) Bottle with Flowers and Bird Design in -~ Fig. 4. CHMZAEFHER) Bottle with Flowers Design in
Underglaze Enamels, 1911 (Xuantong 3 nian), Qing Dynasty, ~ Owerglaze Enamels, Period of the Republic of China, Made

H. 30.3cm, Made by Hunanciyegongsi, Beijing Palace by Jingxiciyegongsi, Beijing Art Museum (Beijing Art
Museum (Beijing Palace Museum, https://www.dpm.orgcn/)  Museum, http://www.bjartmuseum.com/)
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Fig. 6. (RAIQAFAF AAE A719] TARR] %R Design of Zhaoxin Ceramics Company Produced Ceramics, Period of the
Republic of China (Xiaohong Zhou, “Zhaoxinyaoye ~kaiqi dongbei minzugongye de xinshuguang,” Jinriniaoning no. 2, p. 21)
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(Palace Museum of The Manchurian Regime, https://  The Manchurian Regime, https://www.wmhg.com.cn; Bottom-
wwwwmhg.com.cn/) Photograph by the author)
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Fig. 12. (FAISOI B4 (HIFEHESGEE) HAD Gold-rimmed White
Porcelain Plate with the Imperial Seal of Manchukuo, 1930s, Manchukuo,
Made by Nippon Toki Kaisha, Palace Museum of The Manchurian
Regime (Photograph by the author)
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Kaisha (National Palace Museum of Korea, https://
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Abstract

Expansion of Japanese Ceramic Industryin Manchuria and
Colonial Exploitation in the Early 20tk Century

Kim Eun-Kyoung "

Towards the end of the Qing Dynasty and into the early Republic of China, the ceramics
industry, a vital component of China’s economy, faced stagnation. In response, the central
government embarked on modernization efforts to rejuvenate the industry, achieving tangible
progress such as establishing modern systems through the Porcelain Company. Despite these
efforts, Japan aggressively exported goods to China, aiming to expand its trade and dominate the
Chinese market. Additionally, the ceramics department within the central laboratory of the South
Manchurian Railway Company was established to mass-produce ceramics for heavy chemical
use, utilizing resources from Manchuria to meet the substantial material demands for foreign
invasions. Furthermore, modern Japanese apprenticeships were extended to Chinese laborers
to meet the daily ceramic needs of Japanese residents in the northeastern region. Thus, on the
surface, the ceramics industry in the Northeast appeared to have expanded in various aspects.

The Chinese ceramics industry underwent significant changes in production scale,
distribution, technology, and infrastructure. However, these developments were not the result
of natural growth but rather arose from the allocation of raw materials and products essential
for Japan’s ceramics sector. Moreover, they were fueled by the harsh exploitation of laborers in
the northeastern ceramics industry, serving as a key aspect of Japan’s broader strategy of mass

colonization.

* Assistant professor, Division of Cultural Heritage Convergence, Korea University
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