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Fig. 4. (&djstaatEat 401 Y] 8t 7|53 The Collection of Pak Yongch'sl in Seoul National University
Museum (Photograph by the author)

Fig. 5. (AletgAmp el 58 AAfoll Halel HH42]E) Pak Yongechol's Private Information Cards Attached on the
Storage Box of Sillawang jonggyebi (Photograph by the author)
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Fig. 13. (FE.2 B8} Paris-Le Nouveau Louvre, 1887~1900, Paper-albumen Print, 20.9X27.4cm, Rijksmuseum
(Ri‘ksmuseum https://www.rijksmuseum. nl)

Fig. 14. Q0A|7] 2o FE 2 853} A2]) Paris-Louvre, Galerie d'Apollon France, 1870~1910, Paper Cardboard-
albumen Print, 20.8%27.8cm, Rijksmuseum (Rijksmuseum, https://www.rijksmuseum.nl)
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Fig. 15. (Z oA 2alz; At 71dde] oAb - 158} 18] - oFs -
QAP A" - o]x=8 5 AIK) Chon Hyongp'il and His Guests Gathered at
the Opening Anniversary of Pohwagak in Puktanjang in 1938 (Posong junggodiing

hakkyo pyon, Kansong Chon Hyongp'il, p. 32)
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Abstract

Art Collector of Colonial Korea:
Pak Yongch’ol’s Art Collecting and Museum

Lee, Kyunghwa"

Pak Yongch’sl (1879-1939) was a high-ranking government official, businessman and
prominent art collector during the modern period. After Pak’s passing in 1940, his family donated
Tasan mungo (the Tasan Collection) to Keijo Imperial University in accordance with his will. The
collection was comprised of 115 artworks, which included calligraphy, paintings, and craft items,
along with a fund of 20,000 won. Pak’s financial support laid the foundation for the establishment
of the Keijo Imperial University Museum two years later. Both the donation of his collection
and the subsequent founding of the museum distinguish Pak Yongch’sl from contemporary
Korean collectors. This study sheds light on Pak Yongch'ol's character as an art collector and his
perception of the museum based on a detailed investigation of the Tasan Collection housed at the
Seoul National University Museum.

Pak Yongch'sl did not actively participate in the appreciation and collection of art until the
age of fifty. He began collecting art around 1928, coinciding with his appointment as the vice
president of Choson Commercial Bank. Pak then spent the next decade focused on building his
collection. This study focuses on Pak Yongch'ol’s inspection tour of European countries in 1928,
which was the catalyst that spurred his considerable devotion to the collection of art. During the
tour, Pak Yongch'sl had the opportunity to experience various museums symbolizing modern
civilization in Europe. The Louvre Museum in particular, which was first opened to the public

and renown for its outstanding collection, seemed to have informed Pak of the value of art. The
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cultural treasures exhibited in the public spaces of museums would have reminded Pak that the
preservation of historical artifacts is one of the indicators of civilization.

In the pre-modern period, the appreciation and collection of calligraphy and painting were
typically private activities limited to the individual’s personal domain. However, the political
and social changes brought about in the modern period redefined art collecting within a public
context. Pak Yongch'6l, who formed a collection and donated it with the purpose of establishing a

museum, epitomizes the shift in perceptions of art collection in Colonial Korea.



