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Yosu, 1689, Choson, H. 41.8cm (Korea Heritage Service and Research Institute of Buddhist
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Fig. 4. (o< S=AF Axojgiz 4 2R Votive Inscription of Seated Stone Buddha at Hiingguksa
Temple, Yosu, 1689, Choson (Jogye Order of Korean Buddhism)
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Saengnan, Ch'ungok, and Ilgi, Wooden Sakyamuni Buddha Triad and Four Wooden

Standing Bodhisattvas at Hwaomsa Temple, Kurye, 1703, Choson (Korea Heritage
Service, https://www.heritage.go.kr/)
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Fig. 7. (270 A 274 BEAE AL Detail of Votive Inscription of Seated Stone Sakyamuni Buddha Triad at
Sojaesa Temple, Talsong, 1673, Choson (Jogye Order of Korean Buddhism)

Fig. 8. (G4 AL H2A19 g WE A4S Detail of Votive Inscription of Stone Ten Kings at Sojaesa Temple, Talsong,
1675, Choson (Jogye Order of Korean Buddhism)
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Fig. 13. 5%, J= g} Hx2A 194 Stingho, Seated Stone King of Hell at Toksa Temple, Ch’t’)ngdo, 1678, Choson, H.
124cm (Korea Heritage Service, Research Institute of Buddhist Cultural Heritage, Han'guk iii sach'al munhwajae~Taegu,
Kyongbuk 12, p. 392)

Fig. 14. 5., G A ARAI9AS Sungho, Seated Stone King of Hell at Songjusa Temple, Ch'angwon, 1681, Choson,
H. 127cm (Korea Heritage Service, Research Institute of Buddhist Cultural Heritage, Han'guk iti sach'al munhwajae—Pusan,
Ulsan, Kyongnam 2-2, p. 446)

Fig. 15. 5%, (1A QAL A 2A194 Stingho, Seated Stone King of Hell at Changansa Temple, Kijang, 1684, Choson, H.
113cm (Korea Heritage Service, Research Institute of Buddhist Cultural Heritage, Han ‘quk i sach’al munhwajae—Pusan, Ulsan,
Kyongnam 2-1, p. 312)
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Fig. 16. 3., Y& YA AopdEAQAL Siingho, Standing Stone Venerable Ananda at Toksa Temple Yongsanbojon,
Ch’sngdo, 1678, Choson, H. 84.5cm (Korea Heritage Service, Research Institute of Buddhist Cultural Heritage, Han'guk iii

sach'al munhwajae-Taegu, Kyongbuk 1-2, p. 387)

Fig. 17. 5%, (J= YA} A2 =HERRIAD Sungho, Standing Stone Venerable Domyeong at Toksa Temple Myongbujon,
Ch’ongdo, 1678, Choson, H. 111.5cm (Korea Heritage Service, Research Institute of Buddhist Cultural Heritage, Han'guk iii
sach’al munhwajae-Taegu, Kyongbuk 1-2, p. 391)

Fig. 18. QM5 B3} 5 &9 W 5A]) Handwritten Record underneath Wooden Tablets for the Buddha Triad of
Ponghwangsa Temple, Andong, 1692, Choson (Jogye Order of Korean Buddhism)
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Abstract

Zeolite Stone Buddha Sculptures (pulsokche)
in the Kyongsang Province during the Late Choson Dynasty:
Production and Transportation

Yoo Daeho"

The rising popularity of zeolite stone Buddhist sculptures (pulsdkche) during the late Chosén
Dynasty meant that temples and monk-artisans encountered new challenges. The material
properties of stone, difficult to transport and limited by regional availability, posed logistical
difficulties. Unlike traditional materials like wood or clay, which artisans could work with
directly at the temple, stone Buddha statues often required production at a separate location from
their enshrinement site. Dedicated workshops, referred to as pulsangso {57 (Buddha statue
production site) and chosangch'o 3E5 & (statue manufacturing place), were established near stone
quarries for the purpose of producing these statues. This indicates that artisans likely completed
the sculpting process in these workshops, particularly in ones near Kyongju, before transporting
the sculptures to their final destinations for eye-opening ceremonies and installation in the
main hall. This separation between production and enshrinement reshaped the roles and task
delegation among monk-artisan groups. The responsibilities of the chiingmyong (7, the monk
overseeing Buddhist projects and the ritual of depositing votive objects) became increasingly
limited in stone Buddha production. On the other hand, monks involved in the image-making
process took on a broader range of tasks, from procuring the raw material to carving, to depositing
offerings inside the statues. Unlike those who primarily worked with wood and managed the entire
production of Buddha images, pedestals, and votive plaques, the monk-artisans working with

zeolite stone focused exclusively on the creation of the stone images.
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