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Fig. 5. Ok FELE{E]) Water-moon Avalokiteshvara, 14" Century, Koryd, Color on Silk, 114.5X55.6cm, Accession no. 14.76.0,
The Metropolitan Museum of Art (The Metropolitan Museum of Art, https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection)
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Fig. 7. GBS E5E44%) Avalokiteshvara, 14™ to 15™ Century, Koryd to Chosdn, Gilded Wood, H. 50.5cm,
Accession no. duk 3946, National Museum of Korea (National Museum of Korea, httpsi//www.museum‘go.kr)
Fig. 8. (B EEBEAED Avalokiteshvara of Amitabha Triad, 1478, Choson, Gilded Wood, Treasure of the
Republic of Korea, Muwisa Temple in Kangjin-gun County, South Chslla-do Province (Korea Heritage
Service, https.//www.khs.go.kr)

Fig. 9. (ERE- 0815 14 to 15% Century, Koryd to Chosén, Gilt-bronze, H. 10.8cm, Accession no. bon
10330, T'ongch'®dn-gun County, Kangwén-do Province, National Museum of Korea (National Museum of

Korea, httpsi//www.museum.go.kr)

FEARL Bol ol FENELEAT LS
Bhe ke Xjnjo] o} o] EgF Ft IS5
12} 9] wjoje] AE WS 5t S| M TN
% 4] diglo] winict 23t e e R A

AL ololA] S U TAO) SIS Bl &R A o] ofrhe
= —w% Al AR FECHEg 10, DA B Fe0ne
. o) 7o) 29 $lo] ©.EL0R ¢ BE S A glon]

I AN S e mssoleh, ol Q) ol 41 2 ek ek e
Ao SHIEIEHS Hollq wlojghe-e mejakie] 24 27 Ajolo] AAtEglS AoR

. wjolghe o) ApAILH B AL Sl A Q) ASHE () TR ARl AH040) )
Ao ofoid] & A0 H7folit 3]5} B oflet wx7|o} AL Fol Thaket Azt el

28 TRRREFEL B 7 BF ARk E (@=arduieled, 371 <, 2001), 20249 89 239 <5 heep?//db.itke.orkr/
inLink?DCI=ITKC_BT 0020A_0140 010 0610 2008 002 XML.

19



Fig. 10. {FREIEEBEA{%> White-robed Avalokiteshvara, Koryd, Wood, Yujdmsa Temple in Kosong-gun County,
Kangwén-do Province, Gelatin Dry Plates (National Museum of Korea, https://www.museum.go.kr)

Fig. 11. (BEERET(%) Avalokiteshvara, 10" Century (c. 940), Northern Song, Yanxiadong Cave in Hangzhou (Ogawa,
Hiromitsu, and Noritomo Yuba, ed., Sekai Bijutsu Daizenshu Toyohen vol. S, p. 150)

Fig. 12. (HKEIERE]D White-robed Avalokiteshvara, c. 1476, Choson, Mural Painting, Treasure, Kiingnakchon Hall at
Muwisa Temple in Kangjin-gun County, South Chslla-do Province (Korea Heritage Service, https://www.khs.go.kr)
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Fig. 13. (RS EpErAS Avalokiteshvara, Late 13™ to

Early 14" Century, Yuan, Porcelain with Transparent

Glaze, Jingdezhen Ware, Excavated from the Sinan
Shipwreck, H. 22.5cm, Accession no. sindo 1722,
National Museum of Korea (National Museum of
Korea, https://www.museum.go.kr)

Fig. 14. (HKEGEAA%) White-robed Avalokiteshvara,
Late 13" to Early 14™ Century, Yuan, Porcelain with
Transparent Glaze, Dehua Ware, H. 21.2cm, Accession
no. sindo 2304, National Museum of Korea (National

Museum of Korea, httpsI//www.museum.go.kr)
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Fig. 16. (B EpEAA%) Avalokiteshvara, Korys, Gold, H. 4.0cm, Accession no. duk 2629, National Museum of Korea
(National Museum of Korea, httpsi//www.museum‘go.kr)

Fig. 17. GATHIE%> Avalokiteshvara the Bringer of Sons, 18" Century, Qing, Porcelain with Translucent Glaze, Dehua
Ware, H. 18cm, The Palace Museum, Beijing (The Palace Museum, https://intl.dpm.org.cn/searchs/keywords/songzi)
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Fig. 19. {T-T-THREIZ Thousand-armed and Thousand-eyed Avalokiteshvara, Korys, Gilt-
bronze, H. 81.3cm, Accession no. 4046, National Museum of Korea (National Museum
of Korea, httpsi//www.museum.go.kr)

Fig. 20. {T-FTURE> Thousand-armed and Thousand-eyed Avalokiteshvara, 14™
Century, Koryo, 93.8X51.2cm, Colors and Gold on Silk, Bequest of I Konhuii, Treasure,

National Museum of Korea (National Museum of Korea, https://www.museum.go.kr)
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Abstract

Gendering a Bodhisattva: Images of Avalokiteshvara
in Medieval and Early Modern Korea

Shin Soyeon”

Avalokiteshvara images in Korea, while adhering to traditional Buddhist artistic conventions,
exhibit a different approach to gender than their Chinese counterparts, where the feminization
of Avalokiteshvara is more explicitly evident. However, historical records such as Samguk Yusa
=BUGES and The Tale of Prince Anrakkuk ¢34 BIK T8, attest to the wide awareness of the
femininity of Avalokiteshvara, which determined the identity, visual representation, functions,
and roles of Avalokiteshvara images. While the paintings of Water-moon Avalokiteshvara
from Mount Potalaka during the Koryo period emphasize masculine features in the depiction
of the body, they were at times conflated with the femininity that was characteristic of the
White-robed Avalokiteshvara, a result of the popular Avalokiteshvara cult at Naksan. This
dual visual representation of Water-moon Avalokiteshvara invites more careful interpretation
through a gender perspective. In contrast, writings by contemporary literati portray the
White-robed Avalokiteshvara as distinctly feminine and characterized by modest and serene
features. Additionally, with the spread of esoteric rituals and the circulation of Thousand-hand
Sutra (Ch'onsugyong TF#%), the roles of Water-moon Avalokiteshvara and Thousand-armed
Avalokiteshvara expanded, becoming symbols of motherhood that bestowed and protected
children. Avalokiteshvara images of medieval and early modern Korea embodied a range of gender
identities and meanings, reaflecting the complex interplay of masculinity and femininity in their

religious and cultural roles.

#  Curator, National Museum of Korea



