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Fig. 1 [LFGishx 587 SELEHAT %7 View of the Shanxi Museum’s special exhibition “Shanxi Museum’s Collection
of Shuilu Religious Paintings of Qingand Ming Dynasties” (Photograph by the author)
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Fig. 2 1E5CREE (BIE-EpERE)D Unidentified artists, Avalokiteshvara, ca. 1460-1474, Ming, Colors on Silk, 126X
62cm, Shanxi Museum (Shanxi Museum, Baoningsi mingdai shuilivhua, fig. 11)

Fig. 3 1EFAREE, CLaUED Unidentified artists, Hungry Ghosts, ca. 1460-1474, Ming, Colors on Silk, 105X6lcm,
Shanxi Museum (Shanxi Museum, Baoningsi mingdai shuiliuhua, fig. 149)

Fig. 4 {EFAREE, P HIUTH ARTRUE S HAE R SOREETIT) Unidentified artists, Marici, ca. 1460-1474, Ming,
Colors on Silk, 118x62cm, Shanxi Museum (Shanxi Museum, Baoningsi mingdai shuilivhua, fig. 106)
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Fig. 5 1ERAGE Hop - HUER NS R FMATRD Unidentified artists, Deities in Charge of Wind, Rain,
Thunder and Ligntening, ca. 1460-1474, Ming, Colors on Silk, 116.5%61.5cm, Shanxi Museum (Shanxi Museum,
Baoningsi mingdai shuiliuhua, fig. 114)

Fig. 6 {EF ARG (LplU+—=HEZAANEIA L LR Unidentified artists, Great Monk Qijiao and the King of the
Ghosts Mianran, ca. 1460-1474, Ming, Colors on Silk, 117X60.5cm, Shanxi Museum (Shanxi Museum, Baoningsi
mingdaishuiliuhua, fig. 146)

Fig. 7 1EFKFE s+ =RpEp%> Unidentified artists, Divyagarbhah Bodhisattva, ca. 1460-1474, Ming,
Colors on Silk, 120X61.5cm, Shanxi Museum (Shanxi Museum, Baoningsi mingdai shuilivhua, fig. 43)
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{Table 1) B JA} =F3}o|A BAE AL} 55 3 Missing or Duplicate Numbers in Water-
Land Paintings from Baoningsi

2} Left - Right
Z4] Missing number 11, 28, 41, 45 48, 50
%35 Duplicate number 17, 27, 42 11, 17

Fig. 8 {EF At (Fedp—+—ALMEEMAT) Unidentified artists, Deities of the Polar Star, ca. 1460-1474, Ming,
Colors on Silk, 117X60.5cm, Shanxi Museum (Shanxi Museum, Baoningsi mingdai shuiliuhua, fig. 56)

Fig. 9 1B AKFE RN AEEHE—YIATETER) Unidentified artists, All Emperors and Crown
Princes of Ancient Times, ca. 1460-1474, Ming, Colors on Silk, 118X61.5cm, Shanxi Museum (Shanxi Museum,
Baoningsi mingdai shuiliuhua, fig. 151)

Fig. 10 EFRZE, PILPTR 28 EEMRIENE ) Unidentified artists, Sixteen Arhats (Ajita and
Cudapanthaka), ca. 1460-1474, Ming, Colors on Silk, 120X6lcm, Shanxi Museum (Shanxi Museum, Baoningsi
mingdai shuilivhua, fig. 39)
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Fig. 11 1E5CRFE CRESEIMIBED Unidentified artists, Vairocana, ca. 1460-1474, Ming, Colors on Silk, 148X76cm,
Shanxi Museum (Shanxi Museum, Baoningsi mingdai shuiliuhua, fig, 7)

Fig. 12 {E5 ARG, CREGEIBMEED Unidentified artists, Vairocana, 1454, Ming, Colors on Silk, 154.7X96cm, Spencer
Museum of Art (© Spencer Museum of Art)

Fig. 13 EFAREE, A+ ii%E]) Unidentified artist, Bhaishajyaguru with Bodhisattvas of the Sun and Moon and the Twelve
Guardian Generals, 1477, Ming, Colors on silk, 137.4X80.6cm, University of Oregon Museum of Art, Murray Warner
Collection of Oriental Art (Marsha Weidner, Latter Days of the Law: Images of Chinese Buddhism 850-1850, p. 319)
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Abstract

The Patronage and Changing Roles of
the Water-Land Paintings from Baoningsi:

Focus on their endowment by Ming Emperors
and repairs in the Qing Dynasty

Yoo, Suran”

The 136 Water-Land paintings from Baoningsi, now at the Shanxi Museum in Taiyuan,
China, are a set of hanging scrolls of the Ming dynasty that have been preserved almost completely.
In addition, three documents related to the paintings survive: two records on the repairs to the
paintings made in the Jianshen Year of the Kangxi Emperor’s reign (1704) and the twentieth year
of the Jiaging Emperor’s reign (1815), and a list of patrons who contributed to the repair. Although
previous studies only mention them as supplementary documents, they offer new insights in the
understanding of the paintings.

The earliest record on the Baoningsi Water-Land paintings is about their bestowment by the
emperor. As the Youyu area in Shanxi, where Baonignsi is located, was being threatened by the
nomadic Mongol tribes and the chaos of the Crisis of Tumu at the time, the paintings were likely
gifted to make a display of the Ming imperial power.

In 1704, the Eight Banners garrisons stationed in Youweicheng led the patronage for the
paintings’ repair, with the local gentry and merchants also participating, In the eighteenth century,
this was a way to bring people together and for local groups to demonstrate their power and
exercise social influences. In the nineteenth century, the paintings’ social function changed once

again. They were displayed every year on Buddha’s Birthday and was instrumental in bringing in

* Associate Curator, Chuncheon National Museum
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financial contributions to the temple.
This study has focused on the changing roles of the Water-Land paintings. The records of
their repairs enables the understanding of different functions a set of paintings can have according

to political and social circumstances from Ming to late Qing
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