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Kolchenko, “Buddhism in the Chuy Valley (Kyrgyzstan) in the Middle Ages”, The Journal of Oriental Studies vol.30(2020),
pp. 67-101.

8 Goryacheva, V.D. and S.Ya. Peregudova, “Buddiyskie pamyatniki Kirgizii”", Vestnik drevney istorii no. 2(1996), pp. 167~
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drevneyistorii no. 2(1996), pp. 193-95.

9 Philipp Rott and Valery A. Kolchenko, %] 1=, pp. 366-38S.
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Fig. 3 (AR =S5KFF 155 Gilt Bronze Three-pronged Buddhist Ritual Object, excavated from
the Novopokrovskoe-2 site in Kyrgyzstan, 8t-12th century, H. 14.2cm (Valery A. Kolchenko,
Urban Cultures of Central Asia from the Bronze Age to the Karakhanids, p. 367)

Fig. 4 (&A% TGHT 185K, Gilt Bronze Five-pronged Vajra and Vajra Bell, Tang, H.
24.5cm, Toji (Shun'ichi Sekine, Japanese art no. 541, p. 3)

10 TV. Grek-& 8~104]7] EQIE2HE 4% A0 & W1 TK. Mkrtychev— FE(C AAFsE 2=t BA o | AU &
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B —, TEA DR AHIERE SHIFE NoS41(R AT FSTE, 2011), pp. 2-6,
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‘SH %_i_oﬂj\_] X'HZ']":‘_]_- -/]\—?J%_Q_E %~—€—q1 %—%Zﬂ 50_7:]0 century, d. 18.2cm (Valery A. Kolchenko,

Urban Cultures of Central Asia from the Bronze
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12 it PRI (B IR 2 B HRR A (0K SRS LR (3R, 2016), pp. 3-6, 34-36.
13 Valery A. Kolchenko, F9] 1=, p. 78.
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Fig. 6 (JERMEERLEE), Phoenix Wild Goose
and Cloud Patterned Bronze Mirror, excavated
from the tomb of Xuanhua in Hebei, 1074~
1093, Liao, D. 13.3cm (Hebei sheng wenwu

yanjiusuo, Xuanhua liaomu, pl. 36)

Fig. 7 (HAtGA SR IVEREE), Phoenix-
patterned bronze mirror with the inscription “the
7t Year of the Qiantong reign,” 1107, Liao, D.
19.0cm, National Museum of China (Peifen
Chen, Zhongguo gingtongqi cidian, pl. 1479)
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1S RSy, TRE T S AR R (LI LHREE, 2013), p. 1479,
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Fig. 8 (EVE\HEMEERLEE), Bronze Mirror with  Fig. 9 CGRAKZEASNEL), Bronze Mirror Patterned
the pattern of Phoenix Ichthyosaur, Wild Goose, and  with Flying Buddhist Angel and Cloud, excavated
Cloud, excavated from the tomb of Baixiang,  fromthe tomb of Jianping in Liaoning, Liao, D.
Jin, D. 19.8cm, The Institute of Cultural Relics ~ 13.0cm, Liaoning Provincial Museum (Shujuan
and Archaeology of Hebei Province (Hebei sheng  Liu, Liaodai tongjing yanjiu, pl. 75)

wenwu yanjiusuo, Liaodai tongjingwenshi, p. 341)
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16 R, CECEREIETIE, (CRBHTTIBHERGR, 1997), pp.86-87, 135-136; AIALESCHIRITLAtdn, TIEFCHRBELIR,
(ERAEHRHER I, 1996), pp. 341-344.
17 S, TR Y R SRS T, (H A PHALATETAER, 2019), pp. 36-38.
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20 BRI, T AR EE LR B PRI R B TR, DRTIRR SR B, BE3H (2004), pp. 78-81.

21 Vladimir Belyaev, Vladimir Nastich, and Sergey Sidorovich, “The coinage of Qara Khitay. A new evidence”, The 3rd
Simone Assemani symposiunt on Islamic coins (Trieste: EUT, 2012), pp. 127-143.

22 Masashi ABE, Shogo KUME, Hiroo KANSHA and Masatoshi YAMAFU]JI, eds. Protection and Research on Culfural
Heritage in the Chuy Valley, the Kyrgyz Republic Ak-Beshim and Ken Bulun (Tokyo: Japan Center for International Coperation
in Conservation, 2017), pp. 5-29.

2 arfelAl= KB, KHE, IR, (RE & e A5 A1 ofe] $8E5S =280 AHESISITh AR, TuRiE
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Fig. 10 G, Coins with the inscription Xu Xing Yuan Bao, excavated from the ruins of Aq-Beshim, Krasnaya
Rechka, Burana, Qara Khitay (https://enwikipedia.org/wiki/Liao dynasty_coinage)
Fig. 11 A3 9= 5D, Coin issued at Nishapur by the Seljuq governor Sanjar, dated 1099, Seljuk, D. 2.2cm,

Metropolitan Museum of Art (Metropolitan Museum of Art, httpsZ//www.metmuseum.org)
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24 Bernshtam A. N., Hcmopuxo-apxeorozuteckiie 04epKu yeHmparbnozo0 msHv-uins i namupo»aAaﬂ(Moskva: Leningrad, 1952),
pp- 158-159; William Trousdale, “A Chinese Handle-Bearing Mirror from Northern Afghanistan”, Artibus Asiae vol.24,
no.1 (1961), pp. 11-19.
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Abstract

The Historical Significance of Cultural Exchanges of
QaraKhitai (1124-1218) Interpreted Through Chinese-style
Bronze Mirrors Excavated from Kyrgyzstan

Park, Jin-Kyung®

Chinese-style bronze mirrors in the style of the Liao and Jin Dynasties excavated in
Novopokrovka, Kyrgyzstan, display similarities to those found in southeastern Kazakhstan
and northern Kyrgyzstan. As Chinese-style bronze mirrors of Central Asia rarely date later
than the period of the Five Dynasties, the Novopokrovka mirrors are remarkable as being from
the medieval period. They were mostly excavated in the Chuy Valley, the border area between
Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan. In the early twelfth century, the Khitans lost the central China
to the Jurchens and migrated to the west to establish the Qara Khitai (Western Liao). The new
dynasty was centered around the Chuy Valley, including the capital city of Balasaghun. The
Novopokrovka mirrors are mostly in the style of the Liao and Jin Dynasties from the late eleventh
to the early thirteenth century, and closely resemble the Jin-style mirrors, mainly found in the
three northeastern provinces of China—Jilin, Liaoning, Heilongjian—, and Kory® sites in Korea,
implying the production and distribution of the Jin-style mirrors as an international style in the
large areas of Eurasia. There are fewer examples of Chinese bronze mirrors made after the early
thirteenth century, when the Western Liao collapsed . After the Mongolian invasion, the cities in
the oasis region met sudden decline by no later than the thirteenth century and did not recover
for a considerable amount of time. Furthermore, the preference for various types of Islamic-
style mirrors, brought on by the expansion of Islamic influence may have also contributed to the

decline of the Chinese-style mirrors.
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