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Fig. 1 1E5AKFE, (R#chibilE) Unidentified Artist, Court Lady Playinga
String Instrument, Early 18th Century, Edo Period, Color on Paper, 31.0X
45.5cm (illustration), 28.2x21.8cm (inscription), Private Collection (Yu,

Hongjun, and Tacho I, eds. Yuhi sammac: sonbi iii yesul kwa sonbi ch‘wimi, p. 91)
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Fig. 2 1% H5 %)%, JRAEANED Kaigetsudo Ando, Beauty in front of Wind, Early 18t
century, Edo Period, Color on Paper, 94.8X42.7cm, Tokyo National Museum (Tokyo

National Museum, https://www.tnm.jp)
Fig. 3 RI5uan, (li#ir#E) Choyodo Anchi, Standing Courtesan, Early 18th
century, Edo Period, Color on Paper, 94.0x39.6cm, Tokyo National Museum (Tokyo
National Museum, httpsl//www.tnm.jp)
Fig. 4 @I, ClELEERE) Miyagawa Choshin, Courtesan Burning Incense, Early
18th century, Edo Period, Color on Silk, 86.4x36.6cm, Tokyo National Museum (Tokyo
National Museum, https://www.tnm.jp)

O () I, 1682~1753) U, 1231 el A] SRR LA bR} 2 1) T,
1671~1750) stk o] B718F Hste " RIURIShe) 4 wIolEe] S Al ket A
ok SRR A2, B nRh ol FolA=Euke] nllgn} HEIIHEg 2, Fig 3, U
B Ago] it 7oA miele] Ha A Falzte] B AL AT} QHEEY thaket
2, HgE AL REee WA AR AR 5L TtolAZ Rk nopletuht LAt
ofsito] nlelE S QAAIZITHEig. 4, Fig 5). 1EIE] okefelo] B wrets) vioket siako] mapLt
Hlmfa 3ge] HARS UAieluke] rlelginhe Shoig xjol g wolm AEe A7) A n]

18 27| 7190 ullizof dialirl= Ak, THOLIEMAESEE 9 SR IHE, (AT HDLIEMTEE, 1976), pp. 17-
36; /MR, TRHHgORNT,, THARSEM 24 22 MR L i ttig, GRal 224potit, 1979), pp. 131-138: #EIRR
=, THARDEN 248 PNEERTHAE T, GEAT 25CH, 1987), pp. 24-61, 71-80; B HU N YRR, "ot U Y RRAT
FB SRR I (1993), pp. 6-12 55 7=,
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Fig. 5 J)llitifs, <2 AITElED Nishikawa Sukenobu,
Beauty with a Kitten, Early 18t century, Edo Period, Color
on Silk, 33.4x52.8cm, The Metropolitan Museum (The

Metropolitan Museum, httpsZ//www.metmuseum.org)

oplelmiit Uaplelste] ulel o} v
Alato] Dol tha: FAsHE L 1
QIH(Fig. 6, Fig. 7).

AU L2 AIEFoNA Hol= o]
2fgh FEAAe] 548 o] o] 27] 971
0] BRIE 9] oAl w2 T gl FA
of At} 778 Bptell ofal] AR e
oFd 7h548 ARSI, TR U
Sy} FolAz R vlorlelsl, LAl
Thelstol e 4 Site] nlelshE 7

Fig. 6 =) 4, CH2cPiikE) Miyagawa Choki, Courtesans
Having a Chat, Early 18t century, Edo Period, Color on
Paper, 33.4x55.3cm, Tokyo National Museum (Tokyo
National Museum, httpsi//www.tnm.jp)

Fig. 7 #A)Ilitif3, (=3 A\[E) Nishikawa Sukenobu, Three
Beauties, Early 18t century, Edo Period, Color on Paper,
36.2%53.3cm, The Metropolitan Museum (The Metropolitan

Museum, httpsZ//www.metmuseum.org)

3 S Wol= AL of2fst 5Eo] 7 fure] HAo] HrdE §ut 152] FAlel HAlo]
) £ 97].00] nRIES BESHS Al QFAlol7 1= 3] whEolea Azt

17417] 9] o] 2u} i HRARIA ololAl= $7)folie B ek Al7A] ofd3]
BARIGET 240120 Eg 8. $71a00] ke A=) ulelsiel ok Abol(a i) o] £a)
£ mR LR A sol Az Euiel mejolah(mR)o] o8] olzolirk” ehd 27] 71
o HlQlE A2H 0 2 Flo A2 & qhz o} ulofrlol 2770] S ol Fof Wbk 8 4= 9

om Z 7S ENE o159 352 & St Aol F-F-E]Ie of Fol Be’t wWe i

19 /INBREE, THARDZEM 363 RITE LAIIIRTHAG, (R E5CH, 1996), p. 46.
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Fig. 8 %%)IIAfiE, CIE([E5E) Hishikawa Moronobu, Scenes in and around the Kabuki Theater, Late 17th century, Edo
Period, Pair of Six-panel Folding Screen, Color and Gold Leaf on Paper, 170.0x397.6cm (each), Tokyo National Museum
(Tokyo National Museum, httpsl//www.tnm‘jp)

Fig. 9 1l #e, U6 NE]) Yamazaki Jorya, Beauty Reading a Letter, 1720s, Edo Period, Color on Paper, 75.5%
31.0cm, The British Museum (The British Museum, https://www.britishmuseum.org)

Fig. 10 JI[3UHIE, GBZENHO B 4lE]) Kawamata Tsunemasa, Couple Beside the Bathroom, Early 18t century, Edo Period,
Color on Paper, 41.0X56.5cm, Tokyo National Museum (Tokyo National Museum, httpsl//www.tnm.jp)

Fig. 11 $5K#E, (EBAD Suzuki Harunobu, Osen of the Kagiya Teahouse, 1750s-60s, Edo Period, Multi-coloured
Woodblock Print, 26.8x19.6cm, Tokyo National Museum (Tokyo National Museum, https://www.tnm.jp)

©7100] Sp7h50] Wl SunlRlEr} Srhuirke] A 7] Aol Qlort ARt ulel
SHES Mol A o] 5 WETTH(Fig 9, Fig 10), G| ulolg olA] of7]olx] 27
Hojux) okett,

olefet 27] $7100] HlelEe] S1ES chmS £ufEe) S0l ne} e $7]0]
o] AJzpo] I 175000] HHL 7140 2 oIt o] Al|E tsEshs £27] SRR
Gz, 1724~1770)2] HIQIBE X|=H8] Aotsla Bataloln, ol 27] $7]20] Althe)
obr Butal| s sl el F-ea vlelshEak Stelsi) HElckg 11), mehd ok
o} 720 ofa] Sl HIRIE}E-S W L 9l RuiRlekey s S7] a0 uleltwe] TLefst A
o] wefal] ofdell 5ol 27] 9710 vleliwe] djekit 8 4= kg Hlolr,
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HE] ALS] Avte] Foke 7hast Thlo)(FiE
1789~1801) A7} o] Z7HA] Al%E i), 27
7180 mQloflA o]e} e fAlEH =
HEAEICHFig. 4, Fig. 6, Fig. 9), 2 e f} Q1= o]
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Fig. 12 Ml i e Zim LA Kosode with
OFA
Z\i]—l—-uﬂ"] O]Z_JO]E]-_ Snow Circle Pattern and Japanese Kerria Design, 18 century,
3l :La] 5\_‘0/] 1=ty _/_,\__E“ e %:I‘T o H]—EJ—Oﬂ Edo Period, Yazen Dyeing and Embroidered on Plain
Weave Damask, H. 152cm, Tokyo National Museum
-J 7‘%] -/]7]' ‘*017 ]’ Q) L'Eﬂ 0] =7 ]'}Li/\]iﬂ (Tokyo National Museum, https://www.tnm.jp)

20 PR EO] K5 G 4|eL Zo] QH|E 7|0 & AL sHRkALS] EeFo) 27 ofE S EFEERelE) st
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Fig. 17 Fr=1#%, (GENGEE]D Yun Tuso, Beauty Readinga Book, Late 17th-Early 18th century, Choson, Color on Silk, 61.0x
40.7cm, Private Collection (Ch’a, Miae. Kongjae Yun tuso ilga iti hoehwa: sacroun sidae chongsin il hwap ok e tamda, p. 448)

Fig. 18 1E5 K, (FENPIED Unidentified Artist, Narrative Figure Painting, 17t century, Choson, Color on Silk, approx.
20.6x21.5cm, National Museum of Korea (National Museum of Korea, https://www.museum.go.kr)

Fig. 19 1EFRE, (HEEAYIlE)D Unidentified Artist, Narrative Figure Painting, 17 century, Choson, Color on Silk, approx.
20.6%21.5cm, National Museum of Korea (National Museum of Korea, https://www.museum.go.kr)
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Abstract

The Perspective of the Late Choson Period
about Japanese Painting of Beauty:

Court Lady Playinga String Instrument from the Songnong hwawon

Kim Jinju”

The Court Lady Playing a String Instrument (5RACHBUIE) is the Japanese painting of beauty
that Kim Kwangguk (s2)¢[2, 1727-1797), a prominent aficionado of painting and calligraphy of
the late Choson period, collected and compiled in his album, Songnong hwawon (F1 2 & 51, Album
of Paintings Collected by Kim Kwangguk). Based on the facial features, garment, and hair style
of the figures, this ukiyo-¢ (7#11#) beauty painting is dated to the early eighteenth century when
the ukiyo-e genre was still in the early stage of its development. It is likely that the painting came
into Kim'’s possession through the merchants specialized in painting and calligraphy, who were
integral to the thriving trade network between Choson dynasty and Tokugawa shogunate at the
time. The significance of this Court Lady Playing a String Instrument lies in the fact that not only is it
the sole surviving Japanese painting from Kim’s collection, but also the single extant example of
the ukiyo-e works that circulated in the Choson period.

In light of this uniqueness of the Japanese painting of beauty collected by a Choson literatus,
this study seeks to understand the way Kim appreciated the painting as its collector. He appraised
it as a Japanese painting that did “not manifest any hint of excellence for which Japanese artists
were known in the world.” And he assigned the title “court lady playing a string instrument” to

the painting that was in fact a depiction of the postures of courtesans. It was a projection of both

* PhD Student at the Archaeology&Art History in the Chungbuk National University
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his deep-seated sense of cultural superiority over Japan and his passionate emotion toward the
painting of beauty. Kim’s complex perspective on the Court Lady Playing a String Instrument like this

represents the late Choson literati’s perception of the Japanese painting and the painting of beauty.
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