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Fig. 3. {58, (PR EtRE]), Kang Sehwang, Journey to Puan, 1770-71, Choson, Ink on paper, 25.4X267.34cm, Los
Angeles County Museum of Art (Los Angeles County Museum of Art, https://www.lacma.org)
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s7he] SEAL (2FaleAkES], 2013), pp. 141-161.
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Fig. 4. 2£l52, (FBHARIED, Kang
Sehwang, Peaceful Dialogue on a
Hatched Pavilion, 1776-78, Choson,
Ink and light colour on paper,
58.0X34.0cm, Leeum, Samsung
Museum of Art (Chungangilbosa,
Han'guk tii mi 12: Sansuhwa, pl. 107)
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Fig. 5. %5, GT LD,
Kang Sehwang, Fishing on a River,
1776-78, Choson, Ink and light
colour on paper, 58.0%34.0cm,
Leeum, Samsung Museum of Art
(Chungangilbosa, Han'guk i mi 12:
Sansuhwa, pl. 108)
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Fig. 6. 5%, GRILEEEED, Fig. 7. %, Rk =ED,
Kang Sehwang, Traveler ona Donkey ~ Kang Sehwang, Empty Pavilion

e

among Mountains and Streams, 1776-  among Mountains and Streams, 1776-
78, Choson, Ink and light colour 78, Choson, Ink and light colour
on paper, 58.7X33.0cm, National — on paper, 59.0X33.9cm, National
Museum of Korea (Chungangilbosa, ~ Museum of Korea (Chungangilbosa,
Han'guk iti mi 12: Sansuhwa, pl. 106) Han'guk iti mi 12: Sansuhwa, pl. 105)

26 JUAFR, THRNAR ISR 281, TR,

27 Fig 4~7& "eb=re] uf: Ab4=3}, shde]] 34 A=A, o5& 22 GediRd) (1), (i) (D= 271=%
ok o] & (iR (D S0t PRl e AlEe 2 S-85 3L glrh e Gl
(D2 A FHFTHEYS] o3| 7|5Fe] 2£3tFo] Jom, 2 Fof ke upe} A=) Ul AAks]
ek olF ol MEAl 2R =] mlell 7IAlE F A 2710l @577 Jler] (&7, (=
)9k Blo] 419 sk Blsst 712 SRIEGITE F 250 &7 ARRtel Wétol= 241, o= 3t
APe] 2Q1E QLT FULEAL T2 1 Abp8], 8F (FU LR, 1982), pl. 105. 106, 107 3L 108.
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Fig. 8. £, (PO (F/MENE), Kang Sehwang, “Epilogue” in the Album of the Rubbings of
Small Regular Script Calligraphies by Wang Xizhi, 1777, Choson, Ink on paper, 32.6X18.6cm, Private
collection (Photograph by the author)

Fig. 9. ZHH5E, (MO (FZhk), Kang Sehwang, “Epilogue” in the Album of Calligraphy by
Namch’ang Kim Hyonsong, 1778, Choson, Ink on paper, 38.2X25.4cm, Private collection (Pyon
Yongsop, P'yoam KangSehwang hoehwayon'gu, p. 306)

7HE 71Httoll FAIRE 17761 2958 241 Aol =403 1779 947k 9] B2 717ko. = jF
et o] AREE 7RIS AHERE ofEte] ALl FallA] SRIETE 1 SR 17779 E4te
BRSO A 22 (A Mi) 2] RZo ™ (Fig. 8), THE Shubs 1778\ SOl & (s &)
HHEO|thFig. 9). 05 W 7|k}t AJA19] Abolof] ARtE|Siet, whabA] S ] Abges
A 1776 AN A 1779 Afo]2] 25 Zloft}, & F 4kpdh= ZhAllske] 28 7)0] A2k 17
© & ufobgr}

I AR 71 Htatel] gASE AE-S vEEE AW e o E Alest o] 59
IR T 7] ol 17t A4 0 g S8kE AR Ao ' Holx] ol=tt 3l8}e] A
2} ARAEES 2 ZIAEo] e uprhal Idsl )= o) 2c) 958 o]F YHe Atk &
et Ao A Azl oflelze] I o2 Helk (RFAAE)E 7 of|2)&Ql AEke of3)

28 A (/M) ol Tt o] Gt GRIERD Shto] A=l ok 7t o] HiEE et
AP x| aro]] A ol Ve, o] 22 T19] 23] dsol TEE M AN R ST B o
Ao O 2 (HE/MEN) S ATE = ST AU o] AR mg-E A A9, 18], ol A
e ARSI ZR, TEERE RN R, o] 2 B35(1979), pp. 325-326.
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< dg7ef AFA R e Qlo] Z17F Aok A=201 14 s
=tk o] A7efl ZAIERS AefloflA = woll W= s Eint olehe= A
© W4 7Rk 2ME Syt et - gsklen 17t sodf o] e So A o &
AR HRRI, ZAIR A sotiEk 17631 o] 24 vl “dH 7o sty S7141Q1 Sje) Alat
S Al 3 3)o el FERt 2ol EF 5 ol AV] AN WEEE B F
o) 22T s g Zlork 7**11%“’1 dEe AlRYsh o=t uh= ARS2] F
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» Fha A2t e] A, el S gt 1 vlsE A St el (S S AlE RS, 1989), p. 194
B4, 9Fo] 3=5(2009), p. 49 Fig, 16 L.
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Fig. 10. 5%, T HED, Kang
Sehwang, Bamboo, Rock and Peony, 1781,
Choson, Ink on paper, 115X54.5¢m,
Private collection (Yesul wi chondang,

P'yoam Kang Sehwang, p. 191)

by

Fig. 11. 558, CHiMETT4), Kang Sehwang, Orchid, Apricot Flower, Chrysanthemum and Bamboo (Four Gracious Plants), 1781,
Choson, Ink on paper, 25X271.5cm, Private collection (Yesul ti chondang, P’yoam KangSehwang, pp. 194-195)
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7} TR 2dA 0 17350 A|20] oK) BALO] B Fig. 12. 8 A4, RIS B A,
i B Attributed to Kim Chinkyu, Portrait of Song
= [e)

qu]' = oé‘}—‘o’] = ﬂ =l 0] E]UE %Lﬂ- 7/—1 Siyol (primary sketch), 1680, Choson, Ink

oz %_1—3:]7# 9,)1]:" Ji—‘?—a (2}:21‘;1 _ﬂ(ﬂ 17371‘,:4]75] on paper, 56.5%36.5cm, Chengju National

F2IIAE MIEE(1656~1739)9] 23 Wol

Museum (Cho Sonmi, Han'gugiti ch'osanghwa,
p. 193)
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Fig. 13. Mi%h, A TFRERE), Cho
Yongsok, Resting under a Pine Tree, 1735-
1737, Choson, Color on paper, 136.0%
58.2cm, Kyoto University Museum (Pusan

Museum, Pusan iii hwagadiil, p. 148)
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73170 IGIARE, 2980 8ol -55to] TR AR A7) Zgute] TAIE AAg 17351737 Aol 2
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mstel A4} A71E 240l SATAGE 17379 P02 warsielck £94le] alah -39 Hlo] Hafe]
L2 TBIISH, | (IAPIBAL 2000, pp. 158-159; 013, g o] 12 o|A]g 2R 2Ak R e
A ghe)E FA10 2, TEF ] 95(2021), pp. 325-358: O, EGA 2 (A SIRMIE) A 244}

of| g 2 oA, Fujgeatel AJZHESE 29(2022), pp. 114-157.
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Fig. 14. Z=58, <Z& T LKIE]D, Kang Sehwang, Landscape Painted with Decoction, 1782, Choson, Ink on paper,
23.8X75.5cm, Private collection (National Museum of Korea, op.cit, p. 68)
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Abstract

Discarding the Brush: Kang Sehwang and a Sociocultural History
of the Cholp’il Practice in Eighteenth-Century Choson

Lee Kyunghwa-

Literally meaning “discarding the brush,” cholp'il refers to a painter’s sudden withdrawal from
artistic activities. In the field of Korean art history, cholp'il has long been treated as a secondary
topic of inquiry, occupying merely the margins of scholarly discourse. Eighteenth-century Choson,
however, witnessed a remarkable increase in the frequency of occasions that the scholar-painter
“discarded the brush.” That suggests the decision of cholp’il was neither a personal choice nor an
accidental event, but a reflection of certain sociocultural norms and values.

This article discusses the historical significance of this “cholp’il” as a social practice through
the case of Kang Sehwang. He was one of the most celebrated scholar-painters of eighteenth-century
Choson. Yet, the question of why he halted his painterly practice for two decades has not been
adequately addressed. This article investigates the abrupt pause in Kang’s artistic career in light of
Choson’s social system and cultural norms through a reconstruction of the entire trajectory of his
cholp’il and its comparison with instances of other scholar-painters of the late Choson period.

It was the Confucian conception of class ethics that propelled the scholar-painter to eschew
artistic creation. The late Joseon Confucian teachings disparaged painting as a ch'ongi, or a “trade of
the lower class,” and propagated the perception that involvement in painterly practice would bring
disgrace on the literati. For scholar-painters, cholp’il was a last resort for honoring their families and
preserving their elite identities in a society that deprecated the painterly exercise. Kang’s chalp'il
attests that Choson’s scholar-painters strove for artistic excellence while still being part of their
social circle who were obliged by the eighteenth-century Confucian norms. Cholp'il was their

strategy to maintain their dual identities as a Confucian scholar and a painter.

*  Seoul National University Kyujanggak Institute for Korean Studies
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