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Brown-glazed flat bottle with fish
design, Ming Dynasty, China, Height
30.5cm, Excavated from Hancheng city
Shaanxi Province, Shaanxi History
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bottle with inlaid fish design, Early 15" century, Joseon Dynasty,
Length 22cm, The Museum of Oriental Ceramics, Osaka (Image by
Kim Yunjeong)
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Fig. 15. (Z-FA9H), Fragment of a black-
glazed teapot, Height 12.4cm, Excavated from

the Yongsan-ri kiln site in Gochang County,

National Museum of Korea (Jeonju 18785) Fig. 16. (A5, Silver teapot, Height of
body 10.7cm, Excavated from a Liao Dynasty
Fuma tomb in the Songshan District of Inner
Mongolia (Image from Huawxia zhi lu Di san ce,
1997, pl.257)
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Abstract

The Introduction of North China’s Ceramic Culture to 15® Century

Joseon and the Influence on Buncheong Ware
Kim Yunjeong*

This paper is a study on Korean Buncheong ware in relation to the ceramic culture of North
China. The focus on drawing connections between the ceramic industries of Korea and North
China expands on views presented in previous scholarship. Research thus far has traditionally
ascribed the origin of Buncheong forms and decoration techniques to the influences of inlaid
celadon from the late Goryeo Dynasty and the Cizhou ware of the Yuan and Ming Dynasties.

The ceramic culture of North China was quickly transmitted to Korea due to the
naturalization of the Jurchen people, who took part in founding the early Joseon Dynasty.
Another factor was the migration and settlement of immigrants from North China, which began
from the late Goryeo Dynasty and continued into the Joseon Dynasty or the fifteenth century.
Therefore, the influence of North China is evident in various aspects of Buncheong ware from
the early fifteenth century as observed in the forms of inlaid examples produced during this
period. In the latter half of the fifteenth century, increased cultural exchange between the two
regions and the growing number of migrants from North China were two important factors in the
development of Buncheong in Korea. This is particularly true for examples featuring underglaze
iron-brown (cheolhwa), sgraffito (bakiji), slip-brushed (gwiyal), and slip-coated (deombeong)
decorations fired in kilns populating the region of Chungcheong-do and parts of Jeolla-do.

Traces of ‘Bunjang (##f)” ceramics, which served as the transition from celadon to White
Porcelain, is detected not only in the fifteenth century Buncheong ware of Joseon, but also in the
porcelain of North China produced in the late Yuan and early Ming Dynasties. Though South
China also experienced a quick transition from celadon to White Porcelain, the inclusion of
‘Bunjang’ ceramics is unique to North China. In conclusion, early Joseon Buncheong originated
and developed from the inlaid celadon of late Goryeo—a progression that occurred under the
ceramic culture of North China, whose influences prompted innovations in form and technique

vital to the development of Buncheong ware.

* Associate professor, Division of Cultural Heritage Convergence
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