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Fig. 4. Main Buddha Hall of Fengguosi Z=3F. Yi Prefecture,
Liaoning Province, China, Liao dynasty 1020CE ((©)Xinhua News)

Fig. 3. Northern Liang Stupa Dedicated

by Gao Shanmu &#72. Northern Liang

428CE. Gansu Provincial Museum ((©)

Gansu Provincial Museum) Fig. 5. Seven Buddhas of the Past at the Main Buddha Hall of
Fengguosi. Yi Prefecture, Liaoning Province, China. Liao dynasty
ca, 1020CE ((©Photograph by Youn-mi Kim)
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Fig. 7. Archaeological Remains of Pogwangjon % Jtj#% at the

Hoeamsa site (Kydnggido Pangmulgwan and Kijon Munhwajae
Yon'guwon. Hoeamsa II, p.30)
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Fig. 14. The Three Bodies of the Buddha (trikdya) Embodied along the
North-South Axis of the Hoeamsa Precinct ((©)Photograph by Youn-mi Kim)
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Abstract

A Comprehensive Study of the Lost Buddha Statues at Pogwangjon,
the Main Hall of Hoeamsa

Youn-mi Kim

The main Buddha hall of Hoeamsa #g#%=F, the monastery that received heavy royal
patronages from the late Kory® to the early Choson period, was a building known as Pogwangjon
IS¢ built in the 14th century. Unfortunately, little is known about the Buddhist statues that
had been enshrined in Pogwangjon because the monastery fell into ruins two centuries later.
Based on comprehensive analyses of historical records and archaeological excavations of the
monastery site, this paper attempts to infer the iconography, size, shape, number, and religious
meanings of these lost Buddhist statues. The Records of the Restoration of Hoeamsa on Mount
Chonbo (Ch'onbosan hoeamsa sujogi KT LGz &35 ) and archaeological remains suggest that
three Buddha status as tall as fifteen ch'ok )X, which would be 4.39-4.6m in modern measurement
were enshrined in the monastery’s main hall. Based on the teaching and life of the monk Naong
Hyegiin Hifi£5 24} (1320-1376) who built the hall and the iconography of embroidered Buddhist
hanging scrolls donated by the Queen Won'gdyng st#% (1365-1420), we can infer that these three
statues comprised either Amitabha-Sakyamuni-Bhaisajyaguru Buddhas, or Amitabha-Vairocana-
Bhaisajyaguru Buddhas, perhaps the latter in higher chances. These threes Buddhas, as this paper
suggests, were designed to embody the trikdya =% and the triratna =%% along the north-south

and the east-west axes of the monastery layout.

¥ Professor, Ewha Womans University
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