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Abstract

On ceramic Dao Guan Hu (Bottom-filled Ewer)

Ming-Liang Hsieh”

The so-called Dao Guan Hu (bottom-filled ewer), also referred to as Dao Liu Hu (reverse-
flow ewer), and Dao Zhu Hu (reverse-filled ewer), is a type of pouring vessel designed with
Stevin’s Law, a formula in physics which employs a communicating tube to balance out the
equilibrium of the liquid levels via a vacuum lock. The structure has a small hole at the bottom of
a ewer, a jar, or a trompe-I'ceil figure connected to a hollow tube inside the vessel. The liquid will
not leak out when turning the vessel upright after it is filled.

The current evidence attests that China started producing such wares in the ninth century
during the late Tang dynasty. The production continued throughout the Song, Liao, Jin, Ming,
and Qing dynasties, and the products were traded to Europe as export ceramics in the seventeenth
century. They were also found on the Korean peninsula as Goryeo celadon in the twelfth century
and in addition as Buncheong ware during the Joseon dynasty in the fifteenth century. The blue
and white teapots with overglaze decoration retrieved from a shipwreck assemblage near Hoi An
in Vietnam also testify the production of this type of vessels with the same structure in Vietnam
in the fifteenth and early sixteenth centuries.

In the early eighteenth century, the Meissen porcelain manufactory in Germany copied
peach-shaped white porcelain pots with overglaze polychrome enamels from imported Chinese
bottom-filled prototypes. Dutch potters also decorated imported white porcelain Dao Guan Hu

from China with overglaze polychrome enamels.
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99





