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Fig. 1. (1425 ¢ 2, Structure of Thien Tho Mausoleum, Nguyen dynasty (Drawing by Kim, JiHye)
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Fig. 2. (&%) ¢ %, Structure of Hieu Mausoleum, Nguyen dynasty (Drawing by Kim, JiHye)
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Abstract

Hieu Mausoleum for Emperor Minh Mang of Nguyén Dynasty in Vietnam

Kim, Ji-Hye

The dynasties that ruled the present-day Vietnam differed from other South-East Asian
states as they used Chinese characters and actively embraced other cultural elements of China.
They established administrative system with Confucianism as the national policy, and built royal
mausoleums to affirm the legitimacy and authority of the kingdom. The mausoleums of Nguyén
dynasty, the last dynasty to rule Vietnam, are distinguishable from royal tombs of Joseon or
Ming and Qing China as they reflect the immediate changes in Vietnamese history. Moreover,
the conventions that govern the building of the royal tombs were more adjustable that the
monuments show each emperor’s individuality.

Emperor Minh Mang(r. 1820-1840), the second emperor of Nguyén dynasty, established
the structures of the dynasty’s system. After the first emperor, Gia Long, laid the foundations of
government and culture, Minh Mang manifested the policy of Imperial Great Vietnam Order to
consolidate the empire, greatly expanded in its heyday. He adopted Confucianism as the national
policy and ideological basis for the administrative system, and influenced the building of imperial
tombs and funeral rites, the most important among the empire’s national events.

This study examines the political ideals of Emperor Minh Mang and how he realized them
through royal mausoleums. The origins of Nguyén imperial tombs were considered through the
historical records of the tombs of Nguyén lords in comparison to the Thien Tho Mausoleum
of Emperor Gia Long. Emperor Minh Mang inherited this tradition and took on elements of
Chinese imperial tombs. His Hieu Mausoleum presents the complete program for Nguyén
imperial tombs, based on those of Ming and Qing, but modified in Vietnamese style. This scheme
for imperial tombs, a unique part of Nguyén culture unlike any other in history, was maintained

through the fast-changing history of the dynasty.

" Sogang University
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