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* =H|0(key words) =M Al O (8R4 T 1HE, Joseon Dynasty Royal Seal), 18Al|7|(18ttH42, The 18th century),
E[Mf{(#E XA, Choi Cheon-yak), ZFRUGERLA, Producer), ZHIU(BRA, Director), HUEA, Senior craftsman)
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Abstract

Choi Cheon-yak’s Production and Supervision of Joseon Royal Seals

Je, Ji-hyeon*

Choi Cheon-yak undertook projects commissioned by the royal household of Joseon
from 1713 to 1753, crafting a variety of items such as royal seals, stonework in the royal tomb
complex, musical instruments, alarm clocks, and astronomical equipment, or supervising
the production of those items. In the crafting of royal seals, in particular, Choi spearheaded
the stylistic transformation during the first half of the eighteenth century through successive
participation in the projects that earned him the epithet “the master of sculpture.”

For the first half of his career, he partook in the actual making of royal seals. Past halfway
through his career, he became a director, supervising the production of royal seals at the top.
His career track as such results in two different styles for the first half and the second half. That
said, his signature style of royal seals persisted despite the likelihood that he worked under the
supervision of other directors or collaborated with other producers. This stylistic consistency
suggests that it was Choi who led the stylistic changes of royal seals when he was active. Choi’s
influence on both the production and the stylistic transition makes an exceptional case, for the
early eighteenth century marks the only time when producers and directors took charge of the
crafting of royal seals. Prior to this period, the stylistic decision was made by senior craftsmen.
It is likely that he could dictate the formal characteristics of royal seals because the artistic

quality of his work accorded with the aesthetic sense of the royal household.

Ph.D candidate in Art history Dongguk University
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