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Abstract

Study of Tombstones by Oh Tae-ju, Haechang-wi (1668-1716)

Kim, Min-gyu*

Oh Tae-ju, Haechang-wi (1668-1716), the husband of Princess Myeongan(1667-1687),
was excluded from entering the government as the son-in-law of a king. Instead, he practiced
writing and calligraphy and erected tombstones for his ancestors. This was a task inherited
from his father, Oh Doo-in(1624-1689) who passed away without completing the tombs.
During the twenty-seven years from 1690 to his death in 1716, Oh Tae-ju commissioned
eleven tombstones for the Oh family and another two for his mother’s family.

He was meticulous in repeatedly discussing the epitaphs he wrote with others so that
they were not exaggerating or underestimating, and took it upon himself to write the letters
as a master of the Songxue style. Although his own calligraphy was highly appreciated, he also
collected letters from the Thousand Character Classic in Large Letters of Seokbong, Han Ho,
which were praised to be “magnificent in their vigor and sturdiness,” to use on steles. The steles
of collected letters of Han Ho made in the 1710s were mostly made under the patronage of
ON’s relatives.

The capstones for tombstones commissioned by Oh-three dragon-shaped, one crouched
dragon-shaped, and another roof-shaped, sculpted in imitation of wooden buildings-are
innovative and outstanding in number and quality. They are incomparable to tombstones of
any other literati families and even surpasses those of the royal family. Oh was able to erect
such monuments because he took the project as his life’s assignment, was versed writing and
calligraphy and could direct artisans and their sculptures, and possessed considerable social

status and wealth.

Lecturer, Dongguk University
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