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Abstract

The Development of Ipsa Techniques
in the Later Goryeo Period and its Relation with
Ipsa Techniques of the Yuan Dynasty

Kim, Serine”

At the end of the Mongol Invasions of Goryeo, the Goryeo and the Yuan entered into a peace
treaty. As the treaty was made favorable to the Yuan, the Goryeo came to be in the status similartoa
colony of the Yuan, and continuously exploited by the Yuan for human and material resources based
on the treaty or for other excuses. Nevertheless, the Goryeo preserved its national existence and
culture, thereby transmitting its traditional crafts.

The exchanges of human and material resources including craftworks between the two
countries became increasingly extensive and multifarious during the period. This is well illustrated
inthe primaryipsa techniques that have been transmitted till today: the inserting ipsa and the cross-
hatchingipsa techniques. A variant of the inserting ipsa technique unique to the Goryeo was applied
to craftworks of the Yuan Dynasty along with the Chinese traditional inserting ipsa technique.
Moreover, the cross-hatching ipsa technique, which had been introduced to the Yuan from West
Asia and Europe, began to be used in the Goryeo from the fourteenth century. In other words, the
Goryeo adopted the cross-hatching ipsa technique through the Yuan in the period. These cultural

phenomena demonstrate that there were active exchanges of ipsa techniques between the Goryeo

* Ph.D.candidate, Ewha Womans University
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and the Yuan.

During the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, craftworks made of bronze and iron became
popular both in the Yuan and in the Goryeo. Therefore, there came to be increasing interchanges of
techniques and designs for making objects of bronze and iron between the two countries. What is
notable in this communication is that both of the countries maintained their traditional techniques
and designs while learning from each other to expand applications of ipsa techniques to bronze
and iron objects. This exemplifies reciprocity and cultural relativism in exchanges of craft skills
and designs between different countries. Based on these observations, this article investigated
how raw materials for craftworks made with ipsa techniques were secured in Goryeo; what was the
relationship between the two countries in terms of the systems of producing metal works; how the
ipsa techniques of the two countries interacted, to illuminate the development of ipsa techniques in

Goryeo during the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries.
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