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Abstract

Characteristics and Style of the Stone Stele National Preceptor
Jingak at the Wollamsa Temple Site

Shin, Yong-chul”

A stone stele is a memorial monument that is erected for a national or royal preceptor.
The erection of the stele, which required various procedures, was possible only when pupil
monks, lay people and the king approved and cooperated. The stone stele is also a significant
work of art that shows the highestlevel of contemporaneous craftsmanship.

The stone stele for National Preceptor Jingak (1178-1234), which contains a record of
hislife and achievements, is a unique example for two reasons. First, not only are the locations
for the monk’s stupa and the stele different, they are far apart each other. Second, it took
15 years after the monk’s stupa for the stele finally be erected. It still shows a great level of
craftsmanship, even though the Goryeo Dynasty gradually declined after the mid-Goryeo
period.

The stele was constructed in 1250, or the mid-13th century, when the style of stone
steles of Goryeo show the most dynamic changes. This was the time when the traditional
format of a Goryeo stele, which consists of a turtle-shaped pedestal, stele, and dragon-head
sculpture on the top, went out of fashion, and, a new style emerged. Nevertheless, the turtle-

shaped base of the stele for National Preceptor Jingak retains the most superb sculpture style

* Yangsan Museum
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among other turtle-shaped bases after 13th century, as it exemplifies the highest level of
craftsmanship of the precedent golden age. In fact, it was inspired by the creation of a stele for
Wonmyo-National Preceptor Yose (1163-1245) of Baengnyeonsa Temple, which was erected
the same period. Another reason of the quality of the stele can be found in the support of about
200 donors for the Jingak stele construction as well as in artisans’ division of work.

In terms of its style, it is highly possible that the “S” curved line at the turtle’s head, which
has not been found in other turtle-shaped pedestals from the Goryeo period, might have been
inherited from the Honam area’s tradition rooted in the Silla period. The sun-and-moon
motif on the stele’s pedestal also suggests a special meaning.

A stele monument, the body of which is installed on a turtle-shaped pedestal, first
appeared during the Southern and Northern Dynasties in China and became prevalent
during the Tang Dynasty. The first example in Korea was the stele for King Taejong Muyeol.
Along with Korean Zen’s popularity in the ninth century, a Korean style of stele monument
was established. The stele for Jingak is a significant example mainly because this is the last
work using the Korean-styled turtle pedestal, which had been constantly in production
since its creation during the later Silla period. If a stone roof once stood over the stele and is
confirmed by further research, it will complete the stylistic lineage of the stele monument in

the Goryeo period.
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