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Abstract

An Iconographic Study on the Stone Standing Bodhisattva
Maitreya of Gwanchoksa Temple

Hwang, Yee yeon”

Standing Bodhisattva Maitreya of Early Goryeo Dynasty(918-1170) is a unique icon of
Goryeo Buddhist sculpture. Among the presently known 17 examples of this iconography,
which are founded close to artery roads, this article focuses on the Stone Standing
Bodhisattva Maitreya of Gwanchoksa Temple. The striking feature of this well-known statue
is the wearing of stone chattra and samghati.

Chattras appear as the protection for the Buddha’s usnisa from the early stage of the
Buddhist art history in India. Meanwhile, the tradition of canopy expression used for the
enshrinement of the statues of Laozi or Huangdi combines with the Buddhist art in China.
The double structure, the fire orb decorated on top and the decorations suspended from
the edge of chattra, all seen in the Gwanchoksa Temple image, can be found not only in the
Buddhist art of Tang or Silla but also in the ancient architecture. Accordingly, the unique
stone chattra of Gwanchoksa Temple image is actually an adaptation of the traditional style;
the gigantic size of 18.12 meters high and the properties of granite resulted in a newlook. This
chattra is considered to be the reference for Goryeo stone statues with chattras on, since the

decorative traditions cannot be found in otherimages.

* Hongik University
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On the other hand, the iconography of Bodhisattva Maitreya wearing samghati, such as
the Stone Standing Bodhisattva in Yeongpa-ri, Haeju, appears from the early Goryeo. Itis an
imagification of Bodhisattva Maitreya being given the samghati of the Buddha Shakyamuni,
according to the episode included in the Foshuo mile dachengfo jing (iR MAL,
hereafter the Chengfo jing). Compared to the other sitras of the descending Maitreya belief,
the lengthy Chengfo jing elaborately describes the connection between the Maitreya and the
King Rangqu, the Chakravartin of Maitreya's time. The founding of gigantic statue based
upon the Chengfo jing, the sutra which emphasizes the role of Chakravartin, suggests that
King Gwangjong(r. 949-975) intended to display his political power.

Most of the Chakravartins in history purge the opposition forces prior to their ethical
and benevolent rulings. That said, the evaluation of King Gwangjong by the Confucianists
of Joseon Dynasty — a failed king who tried to repent his fault of the cruel purge by the
religious actions — has to be reviewed. Instead, the king’s pro-Buddhist activities, including
the foundation of Maitreya icon, the proclamation of ahimsa and arrangement of various

Buddhist rites, need to be considered as hisintentions to be a Chakravartin.
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