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Abstract

Characteristics of Christian Artin Modern China and Japan

Han Jung-hee”

During the seventeenth through nineteenth centuries East Asia has witnessed
ruthless persecution of Christianity. While the Christian faith has occasionally prevailed
upon certain, political or social, conditions in each state of the region, most of the time the
religion has suffered extreme repression. Its propagation has been banned in the eighteenth
and nineteenth century; and, more critically, papal suppression of the Jesuits in 1773 has
demotivated the missionaries and discouraged their activities to the great extent. In result,
the development of Christian art in both China and Japan has fallen relatively stagnant over
the period.

A new historical turn rose in East Asia with the Opium War in China (1840) and the
Treaty of Amity and Commerce between the United States and Japan (1858). Since these
events, the Western art has resumed an interrupted flow to Asia and made a hardly negligible
contribution even to non-Christian art. This essay examines the way in which the persecution
came to haltin the modern East Asia countries and how the social rehabilitation of the religion
hasimpacted the art world.

Although off slightly from the mainstream, Christian art from modern China and Japan

still holds much historical significance for it has served to re-invigorate the education of

* Hongik University
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Western fine art and also for its impact has made the way to other sub-categories of art. This
explains that participants in Christian art include graduates from a body of new educational
institutions that adopted the Western pedagogy of art, such as The Painting Institution at
Tushan Bay (Tushan wan huaguan) in Chinaand, in Japan, the Imperial College of Art (Kobu
bijutsu gakko) and Tokyo School of Fine Arts (Tokyo bijutsu gakko).

Built in the French concession in Shanghai, the Painting Institution at Tushan Bay
brought in the Western art education to China. In spite of its affiliation to a religious
organization, the Institution gave birth to a variety of leading modern artists as a result of
trainings it provided in diverse sub-fields encompassing costume, shoemaking, printing,
woodcraft, and metal craft, let alone painting with religious themes. However, too great
commitment to religious painting — and excessive devotion to copying examples from Ming
period (1368-1644)— was made in the institution to win acclaim that it have worked well
for a new era. Nevertheless, the institution should be acknowledged for having brought up
specialists in Western painting who exerted thorough influence over the society atlarge.

It was not until 1940s when several Chinese artists including Chen Yuandu (1903-67),
Lu Hongnian (1914-1989), and Lin Fengmian (1900-1991) involved Christian art. Notably,
most of their productions feature local tones strongly. Such an artistic current, partly rooted
in the traditional heritage of the Painting Institution at Tushan Bay, was a forerunner of the
indigenization movement that flourished around the globe in the 1940s and 50s. The Chinese
Christian art even precedes religious paintings by Kim Ki-Chang (1913-2001) and Chang
Woo-Soung (1912-2005).

On the other hand, modern Japanese painters, highly susceptible to and being in the
know of shifts in Western art, adapted themselves to the changes and, at the same time,
applied native color to their works. Attempting to enliven what is called the Eastern and the
Japanese, they added linear elements or employed planar and decorative modes because these
formal traits were believed to constitute the time-honored Japanese aesthetics as hallmarks of
the e-maki tradition or Buddhist painting. The height these Christian artworks from modern
Japan have reached is well exemplified by original, unprecedented, pictorial exegeses or

abstract qualities by Sekine Shoji (1899-1919) or Kishida Ryiisei (1891-1929).
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