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Abstract

Examination of Methodology for History of Craft
and Multicultural Imagination

Choi Gong-ho™

Multiculturalism originated from a policy term generated with change of borders
and frequent population movements in modern era. It also served as an important factor
that international relations have caused various types of cultural negotiations, mix and
diaspora in modern time and that cultural identities of ethnic minorities have emerged as an
urgent agenda for social integration. The point of multiculturalism, therefore, starts from
recognizing that to divide and rank the center and the periphery is a factor which interrupts
proper evaluation on the weak’s culture.

Considering reality of Korea that has become a multicultural society quite a while ago,
concentrating on revealing distinctiveness and difference would be very likely to end up with
division and confrontation. Thus, it is a meaningful first step for identifying true values of
culture and further, for realizing human’s common good to put every cultural achievement
on equal terms and to find universal values through multicultural imagination. The core
that research methodology of multiculturalism should focus on the most is efforts to make
contributions to expanding universal values by revealing ‘sameness’ rather than ‘difference’
along with an alternative to overcome unfair discrimination.

Multicultural approach to history of craft is more important to overcome inertia of the

firm, monocultural awareness and problems in research methods. Among various levels of

* National University of Cultural Heritage
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our lives, crafting consists of cultural model with the broadest category. As it has been there
to every ethnic group in its own way, it is also relevant with having representative universal
attributes of time and space. Diverse elements from foreign culture and universal attributes
before exchange of civilization are condensed in an object’s form. It is interesting that these
two converge on orientation towards universal values.

I'am more interested in orientation towards multiculturalism that focuses on expanding
values of sameness rather than difference without being restrained by complex theoretical
system of multiculturalism. Grafting this onto object’s structure analysis in history of craft,
we come to see an issue of originary universality based on universal wisdom. Originary
universality is manifestation of instinctive wisdom prior to cultural negotiations. Itis thought
that cultural achievements that transcend ethnic groups and regions beyond mainstream
and nonmainstream, center and periphery must have universal elements basically within.
Work to find universal features has a certain significance in itself as an attempt to overcome
limitations of monoculturalism mobilized for reinforcing difference and confrontation due to
obsession with one’s own country’s self-interest and to seek universal values beyond borders.

There are two multicultural perspectives that can be applied to history of craft. The
one is to clarify that different cultural elements are in most of craftwork and the other is to
find universal elements before cultural exchange. These two share a goal in that they both
aim for universal values rather than distinctiveness. However, if the results of international
negotiations are utilized for a purpose of increasing one’s own country’s identity as done till
now, careful attention is needed because it goes rather back to the past of monoculturalism
through cultural diversity.

It is no exaggeration to say that structure of cultural elements put in craftwork is rarely
monocultural. When a group with certain historical experience accumulated starts to make
and uses an object, new cultural elements are piled up from a process of repeated reproduction
over time and at the same time, multicultural experiences are accumulated and inherited to
the next generation, which makes a cycle. More opportunities to contact with the outside
over time lead to stronger multicultural elements and an old tool faithful to its original use
tends to approach originary universality. Therefore, one of the most powerful instruments

stimulating multiculturalimagination is everyday objects.
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