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Abstract

Keisuke Serizawa’s (1895-1984) Collection of
Joseon Folk Paintings and Its Legacy

Kim Chwi-jeong”

Over the latter half of the nineteenth through the latter half of the twentieth century,
the art world in Korea has developed in a completely different manner from the previous
period. The nineteenth century wave of economic modernization has altered the perception
of money and also led to a new view in which the painting and calligraphy became considered
a commodity with commercial value. As specialized marketing channels of the artistic
media flourished in the second half of the nineteenth century, the scope of their trading has
expanded nationwide and allowed an easier access to purchasing them than ever before. It was
this period when a diversity of art aficionados began collecting Korean paintings in a large
number.

Foreign collectors and their activities deserve special attention with regards to the
painting collection and patronage in this modern period. They endowed a sponsorship in
various ways and purchased artworks from a wide range of Korean artists. It is not uncommon
that an alien collector focused on a single Joseon artist or on a specific indigenous genre to
build one’s collection at a huge scale. An exemplary figure is Keisuke Serizawa (1895-1984),

who earned a huge reputation not only as a textile designer with his special dyeing technique

* Seoul National University
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but also from collecting art and craft works throughout the world. Among his collection
of approximately 6,000 items are Joseon artworks amounting to about 280. Furthermore,
Serizawa put his reinterpretation of the Joseon art into his own artistic practice; and the
collection of paintings from Joseon played a considerable role in shaping his artistic vision and
production. The case of Serizawa’s activities illustrates that Joseon paintings have impacted
the Japanese art and craft of the modern era. In this vein, this essay examines Keisuke
Serizawa’s collection of Joseon paintings and its significance.

As a case study, this essay will show how a collector’s artistic discernment affected the
history of painting styles. In addition, this study aims to enrich our understanding of Korean
painting, its collection, and distribution in the modern era and thereby to shed a new light
on the influence that Korean painting has on the modern and contemporary art of Japan.
Besides, a reason why folk paintings enjoyed higher market demand in the twentieth century
and the way in which such expansion of demand has influenced the history of painting will be

illuminated together.
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