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Abstract

Reception of the First Edition of the Mustard Seed Garden Manual
of Painting in the Late Joseon Dynasty and Its Relation with
Landscape Painting

Yoon, Seung-hee”

The first edition of the Mustard Seed Garden Manual of Painting (1679) is a multicolor
woodblock printing through assembled blocks published at a mansion, Jieziyuzn or Mustard
Seed Garden, in Jinling (present-day Nanjing). Its historical significance lies in the facts that
the work contributed to pass down the printing technique to the next generation of the Qing
dynasty (1644-1911), that its wide circulation enabled middle class artists to indulge their
passion for the painting and calligraphy, and that the book enjoyed a wide contemporary
readership even in the Joseon Dynasty (1392-1897) and Edo period Japan (1603-1868).

More than 60 surviving woodblock and lithographic printings in Korean collections
give us an idea of the popularity the Manual of Painting must have won in the Joseon period.
Among the extant are copies of the first edition, most being either post late-eighteenth-
century reprints or lithographs. One in the Korea University collection carries a seal marking
the ownership of Buddhist monk Dae-u (1676-1763) from the Daeheung-sa temple, whose
career and years help date other volumes in Korean collections too. Some have “Liweng

Manual of Painting” as a cover title; and similarly the Manual is listed as “Li Liweng Manual

*  National Museum of Korean Contemporary History
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of Painting” on Catalogue of books collected by the Yun family from Haenam. Perhaps, the
reference to Li Yu (1610-1680), also known as Li Liweng who was a renowned Chinese writer
and owner of the Mustard Seed Garden, was added no later than the early-to-mid eighteenth
century when the books underwent repairs to improve long-term sustainability. The rare
books seem to have been produced and brought into Korea before the early eighteenth
century, judging from their superior qualities to those published in 1800.

How the Manual of Painting made its way to and won the favor of Korea can be gleaned
from written accounts by officials in Kyujanggak (Royal Library and Archives), scholars of
the Silhak school (Confucian reform and pragmatism movement), and other educated elites.
The writings show that a variety of approaches were taken toward the manual, including
empirical analyses on the book production technique, examinations of the pictorial styles
used in illustrations, and the employment and enjoyment of the manual by both literati and
painters. Itisinteresting to note that scholar officials were keenly aware of contents in the first
edition and valued it as a source of daily pleasure. The royal court also kept different editions
of the Manual in multiple storage facilities within the palace, literary evidence suggests.

The late Joseon artists used the first edition of the Manual in various ways, arguably
depending on personal preference or purposes of production. During the eighteenth century,
the whole volume has received thorough attention to draw on iconography or to make precise
or creative copies of illustrations (especially in the fifth fascicle). In the nineteenth century
when the orthodox Southern School of painting prevailed among painters, however, it became
dominant to focus on the illustrations in the fifth fascicle and to fuse them with preferred
pictorial styles. It is regardless of age that creative copies after the reproduction of paintings
by the Four Great Masters of the late Yuan dynasty (1271-1368) in the fifth fascicle have been
producedin alarge number, which testifies to a huge contribution the first edition made to the
establishment and development of what is called the literati painting in Joseon.

The first edition of the Manual of Painting was designed to provide anillustrated manual
on landscape painting, namely for a practical purpose. Examination of literary accounts and
extant volumes in Korea, however, show that the manual was a Chinese book on art favored
not only by artists but also by a wider range of social groups including scholars, monks, the

gentry, and court members.
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