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Abstract

A Study on the Funerary Stone in the Tombs of Prince Euneongun
and Prince Jeongye Daewongun

Kim Min-kyu"

Prince Euneongun (1754-1801), the father of Prince Jeongye Daewongun (1785-1841),
himself the father of King Cheoljong (r. 1849-63) of the Joseon Dynasty (1392-1910), was
only able to survive the political turmoil caused by factional strife thanks to the protection
of his step-brother King Jeongjo (r. 1776-1800). The untimely death of Jeongjo in 1800,
however, led to the collapse of Prince Euneongun’s family as the worsening conflicts between
various political factions took not only his life but the lives of his children. It was only after his
grandson was enthroned as King Cheoljong in 1849 that the family’s honor was restored with
the granting of posthumous royal titles to his family and the restoration of their graves.

One of the first royal orders issued by King Cheoljong after his coronation on the ninth
day of the sixth month of 1849 was to renovate the graves of his direct-line ancestors. The
work started in the eighth month of the same year with the quarrying of stone at Ganghwado
Island. Stone guardians and monuments were made for the tombs in the ninth month of the
following year, and the entire renovation project was completed in the tenth month of 1851
with the erection of the memorial steles.

Among the stone sculptural works made for the new tombs were steles with tortoise
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pedestal (gwibu sindobi), warrior statues (muinseok) and stone lanterns (jangmyeongdeung).
These were modeled on the stone monuments placed at the royal tomb of Prince Deokheung
Daewongun (1530-1559), King Seonjo’s biological father, and are now widely regarded as fine
works of art.

The warrior statues, for example, are notable for the outer robe decorated with tassels
and inner wear in the form of a celestial veil robe, while the stone lanterns are distinguished
by the fruits carved inside the round light windows (Euneongun’s tomb) and the peony inside
the square light windows (Jeongye Daewongun’s tomb).

These characteristic elements suggest that the artisans who produced these works had
acquired a deep understanding of the earlier royal tombs of Joseon before starting the project.
The details of the guardians, their faces in particular, also show that they were beginning to
break away from the conventional style of early nineteenth century sculpture.

Such a change was largely attributable to Yi Se-ok, the supervisor of the project, who had
served as a court painter and also supervised royal tomb construction projects for some time.
His outstanding career led to his appointment as the supervisor of the stonemasonry project
for the renovation of Gyeongbokgung Palace (1865-1868), where he played a key role in the
production of many valuable sculptural works, including the statues of the Haetae Guardians
of Gwanghwamun Gate, the palace’s main entrance.

The monumental stones at the tombs of Euneongun and Jeongye Daewongun have
received special attention because they were made to honor the King Cheoljong’s direct
ancestors and because their producers had a profound knowledge of the stone monuments
of Joseon royal tombs, particularly those of Deokheung Daewongun’s tomb. As such, these
monumental stones merit further study not just as excellent works of stone sculpture but

because they are faithful to the royal tomb building tradition of the Joseon Dynasty.
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