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Abstract

The Concept of akikusade: A Reflection on Modern Japanese
Perception of Joseon White Porcelain

TASHIRO, Yuichiro”

“Akikusade” is a Japanese terminology referring to the eighteenth-century Joseon white
porcelain with thinly incised patterns of flowers and leaves. Koezuka Ryoz6 speculated
when the concept of Akikusade was established based on the period when Yanagi Muneyoshi
was active. However, there is no textual record that Yanagi Muneyoshi compared certain
patterns on Joseon porcelain to akikusa, meaning autumn grass, and extensively discussed
them. Therefore, the term is likely to have been created in another context without involving
Yanagi Muneyoshi. By investigating the process in which the concept of akikusade was formed
in Japan, this paper looks into what prompted its formation and further analyzes modern
Japanese perception of Joseon white porcelain during the period.

In the 1910s and 1920s, knowledge of Joseon white porcelain was very limited in Japan.
However, Joseon white porcelain began to be introduced to the Japanese art market with
Exhibition of Joseon Craftworks organized by Aoyama Jiro in December 1931 and May 1932.
In addition, increasing publications of academic research papers on Joseon white porcelain
and participation of Korean ceramic collectors in the Japanese art market brought about a

Joseon white porcelain boom in Japan. As a result, price of Joseon white porcelain, especially
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Akikusade, rapidly increased. For example, a Joseon white porcelain jar, which had been sold
forahundred yenin 1931 and 1932, was sold for 1,800 yen in 1940, and an octagonal jar, which
could have been sold for 1,500 yen in 1935, was sold for 15,000 yen in 1941. The rapid increase
of market value of Joseon white porcelain greatly heightened Japanese awareness of it.

Moreover, Joseon white porcelain with incised flowers and leaves began to be compared
to autumn grass. This is evidenced by the auction catalogue of Gyeongseong Art Club in
November 1940 and Naito Hinkyd’s article, “Illustrated Explanation about Scrutinizing
Ceramics,” published in September 1941. The term akikusade finally appeared in Catalogue
of Yi Dynasty Ceramics published by Tanaka Toyotar6 in July 1942. What prompted this
comparison between patterns on Joseon white porcelain and autumn grass might have been
the active discussions about Japanese aesthetics during the period. This is because journals
that were deeply involved in these discussions actively introduced akikusade.

Akikusade was a Japanese aesthetic interpretation of Joseon white porcelain, since it
applied the Japanese image of autumn grass to Joseon porcelain. This is just like images of
traditional Japanese pants worn by actors in the traditional Japanese comedy Kyogen were
projected onto sixteenth-century Goryeo tea bowls. In 1942 a Japanese pottery jar excavated
in Kanagawa County was named “Jar with autumn grass patterns.” Later similar images were
identified in Joseon white porcelain and the concept of akikusade came to be finally formed.
Based on these observations, the paper argues that the situation of the Japanese art market
and cultural nationalism since 1930s influenced on the formation and continuity of the

terminology of akikusade.
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