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Abstract

A Study on Chronology and the Painter of the Wall Paintings
in Yonghwa-jeon Hall, Tongdosa Temple

Park Se-Jin"

The wall paintings in Yonghwa-jeon Hall from Tongdosa Temple retain their good
condition among other extant murals from the same temple. Moreover, the number of
wall paintings is noticeably large when compared to the size of the shrine, which is lavishly
decorated by the murals. Especially, Journey to the West, painted inside of the Yonghwa-
jeon Hall, has received particular attention due to its peculiar iconography, which is not
depicted in other temple paintings. Even though it is such an important example in the
history of the Buddhist paintings in Tongdosa Temple from the eighteenth century, records
related to the Yonghwa-jeon Hall-particularly regarding its initial construction in 1369 and
the reconstruction in 1725-are only left briefly in “Commemoration of Construction and
Restoration of Shrines and Halls,” Brief History of Buddhist Temples. It was 1756 when the
Central Area of the temple site (Jungno-jeon), where the Yonghwa-jeon Hall is located, was
destroyed by fire. Based on written records related to the fire, it is possible to estimate when the
Yonghwa-jeon Hall was reconstructed. As the style of the wall painting is very similar to that
of Daegwangmyeong-jeon Hall, which was reconstructed at the same time, the present study
considers when and by whom the mural was painted.

The exterior mural of the Yonghwa-jeon Hall has lost most ofits original representations,

* Tongdosa Museum
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which makes it difficult to determine the exact date it was painted and who painted it.
However, it is analogous to gakyamuni, which was painted on the exterior wall of Daeung-jeon
Hall, Tongdosa Temple, in the 1900s, as well as to Tiger and Magpie, painted in Haejangbogak
Shrine. In addition, the fact that the Yonghwa-jeon Hall was also restored in 1899 suggests
close correlations between these paintings and the murals of the Yonghwa-jeon Hall.

The interior wall paintings in the Yonghwa-jeon Hall have been deemed to be painted
around the late eighteenth century, when Painting of Mitreya in Yonghwa-jeon was produced
in 1798. However, it should be noted that there was the big fire in Daegwangmyeong-jeon
Hall in 1756 and four other Buddhist halls were completely burned down. Written records
such as “A Signboard for Daegwangmyeong-Jeon” (1759) and “Restoration Record of Munsu-
Jeon, Tongdosa Temple, Yangsan” (1757) reveal not only that the fire took place on October
21, 1756, and destroyed Daegwangmyeong-jeon Hall, Munsu-jeon Hall, Myeongbu-jeon
Hall, and Yonghwa-jeon Hall, but also that all four buildings were restored in 1760, starting
with the Munsu-jeon Hall. Even though both Munsu-jeon Hall and Myeongbu-jeon Hall no
longer exist, Daegwangmyeong-jeon Hall and Yonghwa-jeon Hall have been well preserved.
Talismanic decorations for preventing fire were installed in these two buildings. Interior wall
paintings in the two buildings share similar color scheme, motifs, representations of figures,
and patterns on dancheong, multicolored paintwork on temple buildings. These similarities
lead the author to conclude that the mural in the Yonghwa-jeon Hall must have been completed
before 1760, when the Daegwangmyeong-jeon Hall was built.

As for painters, “Offering Record for the Repair of Buddhist Paintings and Dancheong
in 1759” preserves a list of painters for Buddhist paintings and for dancheong, which related
to the Daegwangmyeong-jeon’s restoration. The murals from Yonghwa-jeon Hall share
many similarities with the wall paintings from Daegwangmyeong-jeon, including Painting of
Buddhist Trinities (1759). Among the painters involved in the dancheong work, Oksang (. f4
, 2-2), who participated as a second-ranked painter, is only recorded as a dancheong painter for
Geungnak-jeon Hall, Daejeoksa Temple. Yet there are some similar visual representations in
the wall paintings from Geungnak-jeon as compared to those of Yonghwa-jeon, which enables
one to assume that he must have played a great role in painting for Yonghwa-jeon under the

chiefpainter Imhan (f£:/, 2-2)’s guidance.
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Because of the big fire that destroyed many Buddhist halls and required the
reconstruction of the Central Area of Tongdosa Temple in the eighteenth century, a large
number of monk painters from all over the country were invited to work on the temple. Since
then they continued painting works at Tongdosa Temple in the late eighteenth century. This
implies that, therefore, the Daegwangmyeong-jeon reconstruction was such an important
project, which provided an opportunity to form a group of painters in the late eighteenth

centuryin Tongdosa Temple.
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