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Abstract

A Study on the FalangcaiPorcelain Introduced to Joseon
during the 18th Century

Kim Eun Kyoung"

There were active cultural exchanges between Joseon and China in the reign of
Yeongjo and Jeongjo during the eighteenth century, as the relationship between the two
countries became established. Especially, the School of Northern Learning, which not only
acknowledged the Qing Dynasty but also intended to learn from its cultural and economic
development to improve Joseon society, affected the porcelains circulated in Joseon. One
of the most important achievements in pottery during the Qing Dynasty was falangcai
porcelain, which was invented and produced under the direction of the Qing court. These
falangcai porcelains were first introduced to Joseon during the eighteenth century, and this is
verified by the examples that have been excavated or transmitted in Korea.

This article analyzes the historical context in which a certain number of falangcai
porcelains were imported to and consumed in Joseon, especially the circumstances of the
eighteenth-century, under which falangcai porcelains just began to be introduced to Joseon. It
is recorded that Emperor Qianlong (1723-1795) bestowed “Yangci falang (7:i%%EH5)” on the
royal court of Joseon three times during the eighteenth century. A piece of falangcai porcelain

produced in the mid- and late- eighteenth century was excavated both in the tomb of Prince

* Korea University
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Sado’s sister, Princess Hwahyeop (1731-1752), which was recently discovered in Namyang-ju,
Gyeonggi Province, and in the tomb of Princess Hwayu (1741-1777). The so-called “Yangci
falang (PEREEEHE),” which are currently categorized as Yangcai porcelains (P47 %), were
imperial porcelains of the Qing court. However, the falangcai porcelains found in the tombs
of the two princesses were probably produced in Jingdezhen folk kilns, though ithad not been
studied how they were transmitted to Joseon. This article investigates the ways in which
falangcai porcelains were brought into Joseon focusing on the examples from the tombs of the
two princesses.

Falangcai porcelain, which had originally been made for the royal household, became
produced for commoners after the mid-eighteenth century. As a result, falangcai porcelains
produced for Chinese domestic consumption in Jingdezhen folk kilns were transported to the
largest markets in China including Beijing and Tongzhou along the canal. The Joseon envoys
privileged to travel to Beijing and Tongzhou such as Chang Seong Wi(E##/7#) Hwang Injeom
had access to the finest falangcai porcelains of China and introduced them to Joseon, joining
Joseon in the global trend of producing and consuming falancai porcelains, which had begun

in the late eighteenth century.
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