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Abstract

The Stylistic Development of the Inner Cases of Books Made of
Jade for the Joseon Royal Court during the Seventeenth to the
Nineteenth Centuries
- With aFocus on the Structure, Metal Decoration,
and Golden Painting of the Inner Cases

Kim Mi Ra"

An Inner Case of a Book Made of Jade is a wooden container where a Books Made of Jade
was stored. Because the container was encased in an additional container, it was named “Inner
Case” according to the Royal Protocols. Unlike its Outer Case, an Inner Case was decorated
with golden pigment overitslacquered body.

During the Joseon Dynasty, Books Made of Jade and their cases were made at the same
time for the installation of the queen and the royal ritual in which the king and the queen
assumed honorific titles. After the king passed away, each of the cases of the Books Made
of Jade that the king had been previously bestowed were loaded in a colored palanquin
and enshrined in the Spirit-tablet Chamber of the Royal Ancestral Shrine during the
Enshrinement Ceremony. Books Made of Jade functioned as the symbolic support for
royal authority, since they record royal virtues. Thus, their Inner Cases as well as the books
themselves were greatly cherished, and the people and materials involved in making them and

their appearance were documented in the Records of the Royal Ancestral Shrine including the
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Royal Protocols.

Currently, the National Palace Museum of Korea holds around 250 pieces of Books Made
of Jade and their cases. They were made from 1545 to the first half of 1900s, according to the
production dates recorded in the Books Made of Jade. The records also tell when each of their
Inner Cases was produced. However, over the prolonged history of their transmission, some of
the Books Made of Jade and their Inner Cases were substituted or replaced by different ones,
and this brought confusion in establishing the chronology of the Inner Cases.

Thereupon, it was initiated to investigate the production years of the Inner Cases with
the 2013 Project of Inspecting Imperial Books in the National Palace Museum of Korea.
The author has been conducting research about the Inner Cases ever since the project, and
identified the production years of 120 pieces among the 250 pieces held in the museum. Those
whose production dates have been confirmed were made between 1649 and 1902, and thus the
present paper analyzes only the Inner Cases from seventeenth to nineteenth centuries.

This article focuses on the stylistic development of the Inner Cases of the 120 pieces.
Inner Cases of Books Made of Jade are invaluable as art historical materials in several aspects.
As the Inner Cases were made for the royal court, Seoul craftsmen and painters in the Royal
Academy of Painting were involved in its production; high-quality materials including lacquer
and powdered gold were invested; they were documented in the massive historical records
Uigwe; their production years are identifiable; the golden painting on their lacquered surfaces
could provide crucial evidences not only for the study of crafts in wood, metal, and lacquer, but
also for the research about the chronological development of painting in the same period; and
lastly, they could be utilized in reconstructing the chronology of wooden crafts made for the
royal court other than the Inner Cases.

In the end, this study about the chronology of the Inner Cases of the Books Made of Jade
illuminates the art-historical significance of the Inner Cases as well as their historical value
by investigating the role they played, the importance they carried, and the ways in which they

were produced.
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