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Abstract

The Monk - Artisan Gakmin: His Activities and
Construction Techniques in the Eighteenth Century

Oh Se deok”

The article explores monk-artisan Gakmin's Activities and his construction techniques
in the eighteenth century. First of all, Gakmin was invited from Pyeongan Province
and produced floral design lattice doors, one of the splendid decorative motifs used in
Buddhist architecture, according to the records concerning ridge-beam-raising ceremonies
(sangnyangmun) for the Daeungjeon of Donghwasa Temple in Daegu and for Ssanggye-sa
Temple in Nonsan.

Secondly, comparing the Daeungjeons of Donghwa-sa and Ssanggye-sa temples, built by
the monk-artisan Gakmin, to other temple structures from the eighteenth century and their
detailed architectural design, I was able to confirm his favored architectural techniques. One
of them is to place an altar at the yiju column and to build a middle bay (jeongkan)-stressed
plan, which is identical to that of general temple structures in the late Joseon Period. In the
case of the three-bay-wide temple, he preferred the golden ratio of 1:1.4 for the ratio of the

width to the depth. As for the bracket system (gongpo), he basically used the most common

* Gyeongju University
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type: thelotus flower and cow’s tongue type. The details of the bracket system in his buildings
are much more glamorous and decorative than any other temple buildings. In particular, he
incorporated a different number of chulmok (exit wood) in the inner and the outer layers
to enhance the splendor of the buildings. In terms of the roof structure, while intentionally
omitting an inner purlin, he instead adopted a double purlin, which reduced the amount of
sand in the roof to strength the structural vulnerability. The detailed decorative motifs on
the temple buildings built by Gakmin can be found in the floral design lattice doors, slanting
ceilings, dragon heads, and natural wooden columns, which were not processed but preserved
their natural shapes. Thirdly, these features are also found in the Daeungbojeon Hall of
Naeso-sa Temple and the Geungnakbojeon Hall of Sinheung-sa Temple, both of which might
have been reconstructed in the mid-eighteenth century. Thus it is reasonable to surmise that

these buildings could be pertinent to Gakmin.
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