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Abstract

A Study on Gathering of the Same-Aged Scholars Born in
the Year of Sinhae: Reinterpretation with a Particular Focus on
Inscriptions on the Bottom of the Scroll

Oh Seung Hwan"

This paper presents the first in-depth academic study of Gathering of the Same-Aged
Scholars Born in the Year of Sinhae (1622), placing the production of the hanging scroll in
context while examining how the senior literati Yi Daegi (1551-1628), Jeong Yinjun (1551-
1625), and Hong Sungak (1551-?) organized and maintained the fraternity the painting
commemorates. As will be discussed, the three literati of the same age, all born in the sinhae
year (1551), formed the society at the initiative of Yiin 1617; they held two gatherings—each
in 1618 and 1619—at a studio named Songjeong (Pavilion around Pine Trees) that Jeong in
his late years constructed on the shore of Gwiho Lake, Yuljin-li, Hapcheon; and the group
activity finally came to a haltin the second month of 1620 when Yiwas exiled to a far-offisland
Baekryong-do. Sometime in 1622 while in Hanyang (present-day Seoul), Jeong Yinjun had
his son Jeong Tak produce three copies of a scroll, which consists of a picture and a reserved
space for inscriptions and send one to Yi Daegi. Around the ninth month of the same year Yi
composed and inscribed a list of the participants, a preface, and two regulated poems before

sending the scroll back, via Jeong Tak again, to the other members. Thus the completion of
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the Gathering scroll dates approximately to the winter, but no earlier than the ninth month
of the year 1622. About 400 years later, in 1990, the scroll was designated to Treasure No.
1045 of South Korea in recognition of its historical value and rarity; and yet it has since
received insufficient scholarly attention beyond brief introductions in graduate theses and
dissertations.

This essay points out first that previous studies have incorrectly transcribed,
inadequately analyzed, and even misread the primary text inscribed on the bottom of the
Gathering scroll. Therefore, a strong emphasis is paid on a thorough analysis of the text
that this paper has performed by close comparison with the literary sources, Seolhak jip
and Gwidam silgi, while revising exiting mistakes in earlier translation. Several issues will
be addressed to contextualize the Gathering scroll, including how the fraternity began and
ended, where the participants gathered, who were involved in the production of the scroll, and
when the painting was made and the scroll was finished. Furthermore, the unprecedented
pictorial composition of the scroll leads to argue not only for its aesthetic value but also
for a special position in the history of the gyehoe-do (painting of literati gathering) genre
in the Joseon dynasty. I will argue, in specific, that this painting is in fact a topographical
landscape, which became popular in the seventeenth century, while it still employs a body
of pictorial features—a symmetrical composition, short and jagged brushwork, and dotted
texture strokes—typical of the An Gyeon school that prevailed in the early sixteenth-century
landscape. The landscape elements take up a greater proportion of the picture surface,
resulting in portraying figures in minute scale, all of which indicate the Gathering scroll
illustrates the persistence of the early-sixteenth-century-period style into the seventeenth-
century painting.

Gatheringis of greatart historicalimportance not only to the study of the gyehoe-do genre
but also to the development of topographical landscapes paintings of the early seventeenth
century. Adding to the field new findings of the specific scroll, this essay seeks eventually
to renew the appreciation of cultural properties, remind their values, and reaffirm their

historical significance.
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