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Abstract

A Study of the Transformation Tableaux
of the Xiaochu zainan jing from Cave 18, Bezeklik Caves

Cho Sungkum”

The wall painting from Cave 18, Bezeklik Caves in Turfan, is known by several titles,
including “Preaching Bhaisajyaguru,” “Pure Land of Bhaisajyaguru,” and “Tejaprabha
Buddha.” However, after comparing the painting to the text of the Xiaochu zainan jing
(Dharani Sutra of the Magnificent and Virtuous Golden Wheel Buddha-head, Tejaprabha
Tathagata, Who Dispels All Disasters and Calamities), I was able to confirm thatitisin fact the
transformation tableaux of the Xiaochu zainan jing, which describes disasters and calamities
caused by stars and their resolutions.

Therefore, the central figure of the painting should be identified as Sakyamuni, who
preaches the dharani that he learned from Salendra-raja Buddha during his previous life to
Manjusri and celestial deities such as the Nine Luminaries, the Seven Planets, the Twelve
Zodiac Animals, the Twenty-Eight Mansions, the Sun and the Moon. Thus, the bodhisattvas,
the monks, the Nine Upholders, and the Eleven Luminaries, all of whom stand beside the
Buddha, are celestial deities who carefullylisten to the teaching.

Based on the extant paintings of Tejaprabha Buddha, the figure of Buddha with a

dharma wheel was popular from the 10th to the 11th century in the Central Asian region.

* Dongguk University
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However, the main figure of the transformation tableaux of the Xiaochu zainan jing from
Cave 18 is Sakyamuni based on the traditional iconography that the sutra describes. This
representation is different from the other paintings of Tejaprabha Buddha that were produced
inthe Dunhuang or Xixiaregions.

The main stylistic characteristic of a transformation tableaux in the Tianshan Uighur
Kingdom period is that the Uighur created their own iconography for a sutra painting based on
athorough understanding on the sutra, and thus their paintings have very specific and detailed
pictorial representations. I believe that the transformation tableaux of the Xiaochu zainan jing
from Cave 18 surely demonstrates this characteristic of the Uighur painting style.

Even though this painting no longer exists, it still serves as an important reference not
only because it is the only example that perfectly depicts the content of the Xiaochu zainan jing
but also because it shows the transitional phase of the Tejaprabha Buddha painting in terms
of the iconography of the central figure: from Sakyamuni to Tejaprabha Buddha holding a

dharma-wheel.
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