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Abstract

A Study of the Drafts for Buddhist Paintings
by Modern Painter-monk Bogyeongdang Bohyeon

Yun Sun Woo *

Bogyeongdang (4% ) Bohyeon(%#!) was born in Seoul in 1890. Until his death in 1979,
he was active as a painter-monk(&1g) in the Seoul area. During the Japanese Occupation, he
lived at Gyeongguksa Temple and served as its head monk. Between 1911 and 1966, he produced
approximately 60 Buddhist paintings and statues, while also serving various roles such as
jeungmyeong (&), juji(tEFF), hwaju({t=E), and jijeon (). Bogyeongdang is particularly
notable for continuing the lineage and styles of Chugyeon(**ii, worked 1875~1930) and other
painters in the Seoul and Gyeonggi-do areas by producing Buddhist paintings using new,
modern motifs and techniques. He also painted the dancheong(#}7) on Seoul landmarks such
as Bosingak Belfry, Gyeonghuiru Pavilion in Gyeongbokgung Palace, Sungnyemun Gate and
Tapgol Park buildings, gaining a reputation as the leading Buddhist painter of his time.

In the roles of head painter and draftsman, Bogyeongdang produced a number of sketches
for a variety of images, including gwaebul(# ), Ksitigarbha and the Ten Kings of Hell,
Arhats, Mountain Spirits, and Enlightened Monks of Eminent Virtue. Drafts executed by

* Office of Cultural Properties Appraisal, Cultural Heritage Administration of Korea
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Bogyeongdang including Hyeonwangdo(% T[], 1911, private collection), gwaebul at Singyesa
Temple(1927), and Mountain Spirit(1932, private collection) are still extant. Sketches used
for the paintings of Mountain Spirit and Enlightened Monk of Eminent Virtue at Jingwansa
Temple(1922) also survive. He is also recorded as a draftsman for paintings including
Ksitigarbha Triad at Jijangam(1917), Mountain Spirit and Enlightened Monk of Eminent Virtue
at Dasolsa Temple(1920), Ksitigarbha and the Ten Kings of Hell and Shakyamuni and Eighteen
Arhats at Bongguksa Temple(1927), gwaebuls at Yeonju'am(1929) and Seokbulgak(1932), and
Shakyamuni Preaching and Eighteen Arhats at Gyeongguksa Temple(1936).

Bogyeongdang had two tendencies in creating drafts for Buddhist paintings: continuity
of the production of traditional icons and development of new ones. When it came to producing
sketches for traditional themes, the painter-monk did more than merely follow earlier models.
Rather, he added various new motifs and sophisticated details of his own to produce new and
unique works. The unique and distinctive images of modern items such as glass fishbowls or
bottles Bogyeongdang included in the drafts demonstrate his creative talent as a draftsman. His
talent is more vividly found in that he decided colors for all iconography in the stage of draft, and
alsointhathe addedlandscape and human figures in the stage of coloring.

Bogyeongdang was thus an excellent draftsman who combined traditional and modern
motifs successfully. Also he was an important painter-monk who achieved the transition
between traditional and modern Buddhist paintings. This study aims to highlight the
importance of drafts for modern Buddhist paintings in Korea and the role of draftsmen by way of

Bogyeongdang, who has never been the subject of study despite his achievements.
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