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Abstract

A Study of bokjangin Buddhist Paintings of
the Late Joseon Period

Lee Yong-yun”

This study examines sacred objects(Jiij#, bokjang) installed in Buddhist paintings
of the late Joseon period and illuminates changes in the spaces for enshrinement, forms of
huryeongtong(M%$: %), relations with dharani, and differences in the contents and process of
enshrining objects between cylindrical and square huryeongtongs, based on Josang gyeong(
%147, a Buddhist scripture compiled in Joseon describing procedures for the creation and
preparation of Buddhist statues) and other related ritual manuals.

In order to understand the characteristics of bokjang in Buddhist paintings, this
paper focuses on the spaces, into which huryeongtong was placed. Unlike Buddhist statues
where a large quantity of scriptures, dharani, and textiles as well as huryeongtong was
enshrined, Buddhist paintings offer a limited space. As a result, emphasis was placed more
on huryeongtong itself, the fundamental element of bokjang practice. It in the end formed the
characteristics of bokjang practice of Buddhist paintings.

The mounting of Buddhist paintings is connected to the spaces for enshrinement.
Buddhist paintings produced during the 17th and 18th centuries had mostly been mounted

on hanging scrolls, whereas those produced from the late 18th century on were mounted

* Research Institute of Buddhist Cultural Heritage
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in frames. It led to a change in the spaces for enshrining sacred items. Huryeongtong was no
longer enshrined in the pouch which was hung at the top of the painting; it came to be inserted
to the back of the painting. Such a change also affected the form of huryeongtong. Instead of
the cylindrical one which was used in Buddhist statues and pouches for Buddhist paintings
mounted in hanging scroll format, huryeongtong of flat and square form was invented and used
for paintings of the new format. As the latter came to be the standard for Buddhist paintings
from the late 18th century, a passage that reads “Huryeongtong used in statues are round; those
used in paintings are square” appeared in the new edition of Josang gyeong, which was published
at Yujeomsa Temple in 1824.

Along with the change in the form huryeongtong, the items and procedures for
enshrinement also gradually changed. The painting of the Bodhisattva Kstigarbha and Ten
Kings(1774) at Munsusa Temple indicates various changes that occurred in Buddhist painting
of the late 18th century. This painting is mounted in frame format, but has a cylindrical
huryeongtong attached to its reverse side.

The eight petal-patterned lid of huryeongtong is in accordance with the content of Josang
gyeong published at Neung’gasa Temple in 1679, while the new additions outside huryeongtong
such as lie jingang difang zhi tu(F\ & W52 [8) and chunti jiuzi tianyuan zhi tu (R TREZ
&) influenced the content of the Bimil gaegan jip (B 5 T4, 1784). From the late 18th to the
early 19th centuries, the use of square huryeongtong became prevalent and huryeongtong with
eight petal-patterned lid developed into a baye da honglian zhi tu(J\SEXALH 2 [&). It finally
came to be a pair with lie jingang difang zhi tu and chunti jiuzi tianyuan zhi tu. Such changes are
included in the Yujeonsa edition of Josang gyeong and remain as the standard procedure for

bokjang practice today.
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