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Abstract

The Maitreya Buddha Statue from Jangchang’gok
at Mt. Namsan in Gyeongju and dhyana Practice

JaehoBae*

The stone statue unearthed from Jangchang’gok valley has been regarded as the Maitreya
image of Samhwaryeong Pass, which is mentioned in the Samguk yusa (Z;&%). It has also
been linked to the belief of Maitreya’s descent as foretold in Mile xiasheng chengfo jing (Jfi#h T
A B f##S). The image is unique in two aspects. First, it is the only known example of a seated
Buddha statue with two legs pendant to have been produced in the mid-seventh century Silla,
when pensive bodhisattva images were prevalent as the image representing Maitreya. Second,
the statue was enshrined in a stone chamber which resembled a tomb with a horizontal access.
The stone chamber is also generally regarded as the prototypical example of cave temples in
Silla.

Although a seated Buddha image with two legs pendant enshrined in a cave temple is rare
in Silla, it was related to dhyana practice in contemporary China. The ultimate aim of those
practicing dhyana early in China was to hear Maitreya preaching under a Dragon Flower Tree.
The scriptural background to this, however, was not the Mile xiasheng chengfo jingbut Guan
Mile pusa shangsheng doushuaitian jing (BRI 149 4EKAL). This text is closely related

to dhyana practice which includes the beliefs in both the ascent of Maitreya’s Tushita heaven

* Yongin University
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and the deity’s descent to this world. It also played an important role in the development of
the Maitreya cult in Silla during the mid-seventh century. I believe that the Jangchang'gok
Buddha image would have been related to Silla Buddhist monks who wished to listen to the
preaching of Maitreya and achieve enlightenment by contemplating the image in the cave at
Jangchang’gok.

The possibility of a link between the Jangchang’gok Buddha and dhyana practice is also
demonstrated by the monk images in meditation pose in nearby Bulgok and Tapgok valleys.
Such images are unique to this particular region and have not been found elsewhere in Silla
territory. Just as the mid-seventh century Buddhist carvings at Mt. Namsam including the
Jangchang’gok image were under stylistic influence of Buddhist art in Chang'an of Tang
China, it is highly likely that the features of dhyana practice found in Bulgok and Tapgok
images bear some connection to China.

It is highly probable that the Jangchang’gok image was associated with a Silla dhyana
monk who had been to study in Tang China during the mid-seventh century and seen there
Buddha images of a similar type. One dhyana practitioner who fits this profile is the monk
Jajang, who practiced kugu guan(it&#, also known as baigu guan 145 #1) before ordained
and went to Chang'an to study She Dasheng lun($ X 33). Even if it was not Jajang, I believe
that a monk with similar experience must have created the Maitreya statue in the cave at
Jangchang'gok in order to contemplate Maitreya preaching under the Dragon Flower Tree,
motivated by the dhyana practice stemming from bujing guan(/~#i) and baigu guan, which
are expounded in scriptures such as Chanmiyaofa jing (#4334 ), She Dasheng lun, and Guan
Mile pusa shangsheng doushuaitian jing.

Meanwhile, if the Jangchang'gok statue is the Maitreya image of Samhwaryeong Pass
recorded in the Samguk yusa, monk Saeng’ui’s belief holds the key to the understanding of the
statue’s nature. However, we know nothing about Saeng’ui. Thus, I assume that a Silla monk
who possessed similar experience with Jajang created the Jangchang’gok image for the purpose
of practicing dhyana.

The Jangchanggok stone Buddha have been so far approached from the perspectives of
the Hwarang and the Maitreya cult, within a conceptual framework that holds the work to be

the Maitreya statue of Samhwaryeong Pass mentioned in the Samguk yusa. We have no way of
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knowing when the statue became the subject of this tale, and I posit that its original purpose

was to be used in the practice of dhyana.
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