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Abstract

Artistic Exchange among Korean, Chinese, and Japanese Painters
of the Eighteenth Century :

Focusing on Ooka Shunboku’s Perception of Chinese and Korean

Paintings in Gashi kaiyo (5@ The Lists of Painting History)

Song Hee-kyung *

This study examines part of the exchange among Korean, Chinese, and Japanese
painters during the eighteenth century as seen in Gashi kaiyo (F2€r#), which was
published in 1753 by Ooka Shunboku (A4 1), a painter of the Japanese Kano school. More
specifically, this study focuses on the characteristics and styles of Chinese paintings. Gashi
kaiyo is a six-volume series of woodblock prints of the representative paintings of Korea,
China, and Japan. Volumes 1 and 2 show the historical unfolding of Chinese paintings in a
chronological order. Volumes 3-6 show the paintings of the Muromachi, Momoyama, and
Edo periods of Japan by style and school.

As part of his efforts to aid the reader’s understanding of Chinese classics and painting
styles, Shunboku inserted narrative figure paintings and annotated portraits into Volumes
1 and 2 of Gashi kaiyo. He also included paintings of landscapes, birds-and-flowers, and the
Four Gentlemen, revealing his interest in-or was it envy of-the Chinese paintings of learned
scholars. If figural images were the central concern of the Kano school that emphasized the
detail of description and simulation, the poetry-inspired paintings, landscapes, birds-and-
flowers, and the Four Gentlemen were subjects of interest to the intellectuals of the Edo

period.

* Invited Professor, Ewha Womans University

273



However, it remains uncertain by which standard or criteria Shunboku selected the
Chinese paintings to be included in his volumes. He neglected the better-known major works
of the artists that he chose and also made mistakes in identifying the subject matters of some
of the included paintings. By including works by Choi Buk and Lee Seong-lin, two of the
royal painters who were included in the delegation for Korea's Mujinsahang (JX/<f1 7, 1748
Diplomatic Mission to Edo), in the section of Ming and Qing paintings, he also suggested that
the Korean paintings of the Joseon period were mere extensions of Chinese culture.

Nonetheless, Gashi kaiyo exerted lasting influences on the subsequent evolution of
paintings in Japan. The series provided the standard samples of Korean paintings to the
Osaka-based Kano school, which included Kimura Kenkado (AFJ3£E557), in the eighteenth
century, and also became the cornerstone for other similar publications of paintings
afterward. The limited number of Joseon paintings that the series introduced also prompted
Okisama Asaoka to include a section dedicated to Joseon paintings in his Kogabigo (The
Revised Reference of Old Paintings) in the nineteenth century. Thus, Gashi kaiyo not only
reveals Shunboku’s personal favorites and tastes in paintings, but also provides a glimpse
into the distribution of Chinese paintings and related knowledge in Osaka in the eighteenth

century.
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