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Abstract

The Characteristics of Uigwe Banchado in the Early Nineteenth
Century

Jae Song-hee *

As a documentary painting from the Joseon Dynasty, Banchado (rank-positioned
procession painting) reveals a strongly schematic and conservative tendency as it was
generally produced in accordance with preceding traditions. In the early nineteenth
century, the Joseon Dynasty can be characterized by weakened royal authority, political
domination by influential families, and intensified social injustices. However, Banchado
produced during this period features the grandest procession in the entire history of Uigwe
Banchado (Banchado included in Uigwe, Records of the State Rites) and the highest level
of compositional completeness, precision and refinement. This article aims to highlight the
notion that such characteristics are resulted from the distinct nature of royal rites and the
royal paintings during this period.

Firstly, the reign of King Sunjo saw the arrangement of royal funeral ceremonies on
a grand scale according to royalist ritual traditions. It resulted in the special production of
a number of Banchado depicting funeral ceremonies. Sunjo’s strong determination played
a pivotal role in the creation of the series of Buna Banchado (official Banchado used as a
practice manual). Including the Buna Banchado produced during the funerals of King Sunjo’
s grandmother Lady Hyegyeong, the Buna Banchado for the funerals of his own mother
and royal concubine Lady Park, and Prince Hyomyeong are produced on a large scale. And

also Banchado depicting the procession for placing royal mortuary tablets at shrines were
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produced on a similar scale. Secondly, unlike the auspicious ceremonies in the eighteenth
century, the royal wedding procession for the young king was accompanied by a large
detachment of royal guards to demonstrate the prominence of royal authority. It added to
the length of the procession in compliance with the greater number of royal guards. Lastly,
Munbanchado (a written Banchado in the format of a rank-positioned chart) was newly
produced for court banquets as an event plan that visualized the elements related to escorting
the king, court entertainment, and musical accompaniment according to the demand of the
era. MunBanchado in Uigwe for court banquets have significance in the way that it aptly
demonstrates the importance of nineteenth century court banquets and served to establish
norms for subsequent court banquets.

The painting style of Uigwe Banchado in the early nineteenth century began to develop
a new trend. It's turning point was 1830. From then on, we can see considerably larger
number of figures that is painted by woodblock prints depicting figures of people along with
a variety of carts, palanquins and flags in the Banchado. And also we can see a number of
people with clear facial profiles and contours, elaborate sleeve and hem details, featured
natural physical gestures and carts carrying mortuary tablets accurately drawn in the form of
aruled-line painting in the Banchado. The causes behind the drastic transition of the existing
schematic painting style of Uigwe Banchado were examined in relation to the circumstances
surrounding court paintings in the early nineteenth century. Following the wood-block
printing of Uigwe for court banquets, which was crucial to court rites at that time, small
wooden monoblock prints began to be used more frequently. Court painters on temporary
transfer at Kyujanggak took the lead in drawing court banquet paintings that features
multitudinous people. This circumatance can reflect on the advance of overall ability of the
court painters to illustrate human figures. Also, court painters’ skill in drawing ruled-line
paintings increased in the course of constructing large-scale palace buildings. A high level of
achievement required in producing large screen paintings of palace buildings seems to have

led to a high degree of realism in wood carvings of funeral carts.
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