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Abstract

Acceptance of Chinese Painting by Tanomura Chikuden (1777-1835),
the Ideal and Reality

Lee Janghoon *

Tanomura Chikuden (HHAEERTH, 1777-1835) was a literati painter who was born in
the feudal fiefdom of Oka, Kyushu during the late Edo period and became active in artistic
endeavors across the Kansai region, mainly in Kyoto and Osaka, and other regions such
as Nagasaki. Tanomura strived to establish his own theory of painting by penning books
on the subject such as The Recluse’s Tattle (1111 Af% T, Sanchiljin jozetsu) and Records of
Chikuden’s Teachers and Friends (YTHIHE /%8, Chikudensd shiyd garoku). A closer
look into his paintings and theory reveals that the foundation of his work consisted of
paintings from the Ming and Qing periods as was the case with many literati painter in the
18" and 19 centuries. His painting style developed through his interactions with numerous
painters across the Kansai region and his exposure to Chinese paintings and literature
imported into Nagasaki.

Tanomura Chikuden travelled twenty-five times in his entire life. Aside from trips
taken in his early life for government duties, the majority of his trips were to the Kansai
region, and the purpose was to study poetry and painting and to socialize with scholars.
The artistic domain of the Kansai region at the time, which was led by Kimura Kenkado
(AR, 1736-1802) of Osaka, was steeped in the literati culture of the Ming period,
and popular painting styles there included those of the Wu school (%2K) and the School of
Four Wangs (P4-1-), which were preserved in Jiangsu and Zhejiang provinces. Tanomura

Chikuden came to adopt such prevalent trends of the Kansai region and also adopted

* Curator, Horim Museum
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the outward lifestyle of the literati by developing a penchant for tea brewing and flower
arrangement, which were preferences of Chinese literati.

However, Tanomura Chikuden had a different perspective on Chinese paintings from
other 18"-century literati painter such as Kimura Kenkado. Foremost in relation to Dong
Qichang’s Southern and Northern Schools Theory (F4-t.5%), Japanese literati painter of the
18" century considered the difference between southern and northern paintings to consist
of periodic differences and regarded painters of the Qing period who moved to Japan such
as Shen Nanpin as exemplary models of Japanese nanga (i, southern painting), whereas
Tanomura Chikuden rightly understood Dong Qichang’s intention, which was reverence for
southern paintings and disparagement towards northern paintings (f4Fg}lZ1t), and followed
painters of the Southern school. As his understanding of Dong Qichang’s theory deepened,
he accepted the notion that a painter’s nature was manifested by brush and ink, and sought to
find his own method of brush and ink.

Tanomura Chikuden especially concentrated on Ni Zan ({7¥%)s use of dry brush and
pale ink which could evoke a desolate ambience, and Mi Fu Ck7f5)s mifa (i), which
was appropriate to describe the humid summer of the Kansai region. He added Ni Zan’s
desolate mood to the composition style of the Wu school and employed Dong Qichang’s mifa
shanshui CKi11IK, landscape drawn by mifa) to depict the summer scenery of Japan. This
development may be viewed as an important turning point for Japanese literary paintings
of the 18" and 19" centuries, since painters before Tanomura Chikuden had developed
unique drawing styles based on a strong sense of self-consciousness after imitating works
of anonymous Chinese painters that imported into Nagasaki, or by taking inspirations
from painters of the Qing period who moved to Japan, while Tanomura Chikuden instead
interpreted the Chinese tradition of literati paintings from the most universal perspective
and actively adopted the Chinese style of literati painting in producing landscape paintings
of real scenery in Japan. Therefore, it can be said that Tanomura Chikuden contributed to the
localization of Chinese literati painting, which had been introduced to Japan in the early 18th

century, into the separate genre of Japanese literati painting.
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