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Abstract

An Analysis of Painting Styles Used in the Maps of Jeolla Province
from Joseon County-Prefectual Maps of 1872

Kim Sunghee *

This paper studies the pictorial characteristics of 80 maps of Jeolla Province (excluding
the maps of Jeju Island) from the Joseon County-Prefectual Maps of 1872 and focuses on the
maps’ depiction of mountains. Additionally, this paper examines the process of making maps
as well as the personnels who participated in the actual drawing.

Deemed as the final outcome of the Joseon dynasty's initiative to produce state maps,
Joseon County-Prefectual Maps of 1872 are important historical documents as they reveal
local communities without any filters, though they lack consistency compared with previous
maps published by local administrations. The maps in 1872 display different political,
economic, and military conditions of the late 19th century. In addition, they are excellent
sources to examine mapping procedures used for each region of the country since they
collectively utilized all existing pictorial map-drawing techniques.

The initiative of the Joseon County-Prefectual Maps of 1872 is related to the efforts of
the regent Heungseon Daewongun to gather information on each region in an attempt to gain
political ground and establish centralized authority. The 1872 maps were drawn from March
to June 1872 for each gun (county) and Ayeon (prefacture) nationwide, expanding the eupji
(town gazetters) complied in 1871 as the bases.

Among the 1872 maps, the maps of Jeolla Province, however, were newly drawn from
scratch, not by copying the maps in eupji of 1871. All the maps of Jeolla Province adopted

the same format, where a map was drawn in a bordered canvas and the important years of

* Cultural heritage appraiser, Cultural Heritage Administration
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the regional history was written down in the margins. Moreover, they are distinguished
from other local maps in the way they applied various colors often found in blue-and-green
landscape paintings, and the way they portrayed the scenery in detail. In general, the Jeolla
Province maps clearly display a theory of geomancy, showing geographical features with a
style of sando (graveyard maps), and depict picturesque scenes in a similar style of true-view
landscape paintings.

When it comes to portraying mountains, the Jeolla Province maps can be divided in
two groups: one that displays the patternized style and the other that focuses on topography.
Nevertheless, the former suggests that they were sketched and colored by different artists as
the pigments and color techniques on each map vary; the latter displays different in pictorial
styles that varied according to an individual artist’s level of skill.

Based on the painting styles of the maps of Jeolla Province, it can be assumed that thirty
people, government officials specialized in painting as well as local painters, participated in
drawing under the command of the Jeolla Provincial office. The Jeolla Province maps were
produced with a consistent form and various colors thanks to the skilled veteran artists and

the Jeolla Provincial governor in charge of publishing the maps.
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