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Abstract

Characteristics and Formative Backgrounds of
Sacred Objects Stored in Buddhist Images of the Goryeo Period

*
Jeong Eunwoo

Bulbokjang (fFi5i%) refers to sacred objects stored inside Buddhist images. This
tradition is known to have originated in the Goryeo dynasty. This practice is verified
in a number of sources of the Goryeo dynasty: the Naksan gwaneum bokjang subomun
byeongsong (i LB NG & £, Record and praise for repairing an Avalokiteshvara
at Naksansa by re-stocking objects inside it) by Yi Gyubo (445, 1168-1241), the
Gukcheongsa geumdang jubul seokgayeorae sari youngigi (Bi/¢5 58 VPRSI
4= Fl55 %50, Record on the numinous relics of the Sakyamuni Buddha in the golden hall

of Gukcheongsa) by Min Ji (Bditi, 1248-1326), and the Seogwangsa dangju birojana

objects inside the Buddha Vairocana and the bodhisattvas Mafiju$r1 and Samantabhadra
of Seogwangsa) by Gwon Geun (KT, 1352-1409). The objects enshrined in Buddhist
statues and their significance were described in detail in the above sources. It suggests that
the Goryeo people considered the magnificence of the Buddha statues as well as the rite
of placing objects inside the statues as being highly important. They believed the act of
inserting objects inside the Buddhas would accrue virtuous deeds and produce miracles.
Approximately ten sets of sacred objects have been so far discovered in Buddhist statues
of the Goryeo period. Among them, a gilt-bronze seated Amitabha Buddha made in 1346 at
Munsusa in Seosan, yielded a record titled Mita bokjang immulsaekgi (FFENE AL (50,
Record of the list of objects stored in the Amitabha Buddha), which describes in detail objects

inside in the Buddha and exactly conforms to the objects found inside other Goryeo-period

* Assistant professor, Dong-A University

57



Buddhas. Also, a gilt-bronze seated Buddha at Anjeongsa in Tongyeong, which was recently
examined, confirms the order of the installation of sacred objects inside the Buddha statute,
a list of the objects, the colors of the five directions (center, north, south, east, and west),
and a direction. This is significant in that these objects share common characteristics with
those from other Buddhas previously studied. In other words. This show that the tradition of
including sacred objects inside the Buddha's body had been well-established in the Goryeo
dynasty.

The practice of installing sacred objects inside Buddhist statues probably originated
from the adaptation of a magnificent container preserving the relics of the Buddha in a
pagoda, since such articles display similar features of those from relinquaries of pagodas
dating back to the Unified Silla period. There is also a high possibility that the articles
were combined with the rite of Bodhi-mandala (a sacred place where the manda [essence]
of enlightenment is present and practiced) performed at a Buddhist temple. The account

of the chapter Al Buddhas' Great Dharanis and Objects to Be Used for the Rite of Bodhi-

the rite of Bodhi-mandala and the list of objects to be used for it, highlighting that the ritual
and the objects show similar characteristics—in particular, including the emphasis on the
five treasure bottles that are the most important objects retained in the body of the Buddha,
directions for the order of reciting the written prayer, and the importance of a donor, or the act
of a person who makes offerings to a Buddhist monk or a temple. This can be interpreted to
mean that the act of placing sacred objects inside the Buddha was established in accordance
with Buddhist scriptures.

Sacred objects as spiritual and religious articles are enshrined inside the Buddha
sculpture in a solemn rite where an acarya (teacher) recites a mantra and sutra, where the
ritual begins with drawing a boundary (to eradicate obstacles to the practice of the Buddhist
way) to clean the sacred place for attaining enlightenment. While the placement and
separation of sacred objects inside the statue through a ritual bring vitality to the Buddha, the
sacred objects included inside the statue are materials of importance in studying the ritual as

well as Buddhist faith.
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