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Abstract

A study on the Relic Stupa for Princess Chunghye
of Sujongsa in the Namyangju city

Eom Gi Pyo *

Sujongsa is located on the slopes of Mount Ungil. It is a head temple of the Jogye Order
of Korean Buddhism in the Namyangju city. This temple was designated as Scenic Site no.
109 by the Cultural Heritage Administration in 2014.

Sujongsa was established during the early Joseon Dynasty. In 1439, a stone stupa was
built for Princess Chunghye in the east of the temple. It was rebuilt by King Sejoin 1459.
Small Buddhist images and a gilt bronze miniature shrine were enshrined in the reliquary.
In 1628, Queen Dowger Inmok enshrined another reliquary in the same pagoda. There was a
close connection between the royal family and Sujongsa.

Sujongsa's five-story stone pagoda was designated National Treasure no. 1808. It was
built in 1493. The stone stupa was moved from the eastern boundary of Sujongsa in 1939. The
Buddha's relics were found while workers were dismantling the stupa. There were celadon
from China, a miniature pagoda made of gold, the Buddha’s relic, a crystal bottle for the relic,
and a hexagonal case made of silver. The carving of the stone monuments was exquisite, and
the installed objects were sumptuous. This seems to tell that the monuments were related to a
person of high status.

An inscription was found on the eave of the stupa. It provided information about the
history of the temple, the period of construction, and the nature of the dedication. The stupa
was built in memory of Princess of Chunghye, a daughter of the royal concubine Uibin by the
family name Gwon. It was not for storing the remains of the princess but for praying for her
rebirth in the Western Pure Land. The stone stupa for Princess Chunghye is a masterpiece of

Buddhist art in the Joseon dynasty.

* Professor, Dankook University
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