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Abstract

Six-Panel Folding Screens of Landscapes and Birds and Flowers by
Yun Yong-gu (1853-1939)

KIM Chwijeong *

Yun Yong-gu (pen name: Seokchon, 1853-1939) was a son of Yun Ui-seon, a son-in-
law of King Sunjo, and served in various positions as a high-ranking government official.
However, he became dissatisfied with his life as a civil servant, and chose to become a recluse
in 1894. From 1907, Yun remained at the foot of Jangwisan Mountain and concentrated on
calligraphy and painting. As an influential calligrapher, painter and arts patron during the
Enlightenment Period, he left clear footprints in the art world of that era.

As a literati painter Yun developed his distinctive painting style and also adopted new
artistic trends of the early twentieth century in Korea. Similar trends can also be seen in the
works of Nam Gye-u (1811-1890) and Hong Se-seop (1832-1884), reminding us of Yun Yong-
gu’s importance as a representative painter of the Enlightenment Period.

Yun mostly painted landscapes, the Four Gentlemen, and strange rocks, although he also
produced paintings of flowers, birds, plants, insects, fish, crabs, and still life paintings.

Six-Panel Folding Screen of Landscapes, Flowers and Birds consists of 24 paintings
and features all the different styles used by Yun. In fact, it is Yun's representative work
because each of the 24 paintings attests to the great power of his brush strokes. This work can
be called a japhwabyeong(Screen of Miscellaneous Subject Painting), which means a folding
screen with various subjects. The painting styles used by Yun in this screen also appear in his

other works, many of which were produced repeatedly.

* Lecturer, Korea University
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