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Abstract

“Tongjeyeong Naval Drill,” the Paintings of Warships Engaged
in Military Drill from Late Joseon

Yu, Mi-Na *

The Tongjeyeong Naval Drill Paintings are a series paintings depicting scenes of
military exercises conducted on the seas off modern-day Tongyeong by naval forces
of Joseon(1392-1910) under Tongjeyeong, the Navy Command Headquarters of three
provinces, Chungcheong, Jeolla and Gyeongsang. While there are currently 20 such
paintings remaining in Korea, this study focuses on one specific painting housed in the Jinju
National Museum under the acquisition number “Deok 2783” which is presumed to be the
oldest discovered so far.

After the Imjin Wars, which lasted for seven years following the Japanese invasion
of 1592, the Joseon government had its naval forces conduct military drills twice a year,
every spring and autumn, as recorded in several old military books such as The Orientation
to the Military Arts(Byeonghakjinam) and Book of the Military Arts(Byeonghaktong).
The painting in the Jinju Museum collection is clearly a copy of the disposition of troops
illustrated in the second book, as shown by identical positions and formations of troops
captured in the two paintings. Studies on the battleships and ceremonial weapons and colors
depicted in the Tongjeyeong Naval Drill painting in the museum’s collection reveal that they
correspond to the materials remaining today and to those illustrated in The Revised Battle
Formations with Illustrations(Sokbyeongjangdoseol) and Collected Writings of Lord Yi Sun-
sin(Ichungmugong Jeonseo). The depiction of human figures and the use of colors and wavy

patterns in the painting exhibit an influence from 18" century paintings, but the fact that

* Wonkwang University
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it was published after Collected Writings of Lord Yi Sun-sin suggests that it was produced
during the early 19" century.

The painting rendered in colors on paper was mounted on a large folding screen. The
study deals with the purpose of the painting coming to the presumption that the painting was
placed in the naval commander’s office, and was intended to help the naval leaders be always
aware of military formations, and stay alert to war preparation. It concludes that the painting
was not produced to record a drill that had actually taken place but rather to present an artist’
s rendering of a model formation expected to be deployed when the entire naval forces of the
three provinces were mobilized. The popularity of the painting in the 19' century is related
to the artistic movement that was devoted to depicting actual landscapes when paintings
were ordered to mark important activities conducted by local administrators. Finally, it is
conjectured that the naval drill painting in the Jinju collection was commissioned by the
then Commander-in-Chief of the Naval Forces of the South(Tongjesa) and was created
by academy painters dispatched to the Naval Forces, or by artists working for the Twelve

Workshops of the Naval Command Headquarters.
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