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Abstract

A Study of the Ucchusma Icons of the Late Joseon Period

Kim Hyeon-jung *

The icons of Ucchusma produced during the late Joseon Period are distinctly different
from those transmitted in China and Japan and exhibit unique images created on the basis of
Shurangama Sutra (P §:£¢) and Beopsulyeongyomun(¥: 73z 221'9). This study is focused
on the process in which the Joseon Ucchusma icons are formed and developed through its

own course.

The Museum of Korean Art edition, which is largely regarded as the earliest standard
of the Ucchusma icons of late Joseon, exhibits a posture of the deity transmitted in China
through Seokssi wonlyu eunghwa sajeok (F2 )i fE /L4715, Bulam Temple Edition) and an
influence of the sacred symbolic objects belonging to Sahasrabhuja. Meanwhile, the use of a

jade ring is often related with that preserved in the Japanese icons.

A close examination of the Ucchusma icons representing the late Joseon Period,
including those enshrined in Haeinsa, Bonginsa and Yongjusa Temples, revealed that they
are closely related with fire. The Ucchusma image in Haeinsa Temple marked by flames
gushing out from both sides is particularly highly regarded for is uniqueness without

influence from either Chinese or Japanese images.
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