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Abstract

The Popularity and Transmission of Chinese Blue-and-White Porcelains
with Lingzhi-Floral Design during 18th to early 20" Century

Jang Hyo-jin *

Blue-and-white porcelain ware with the /ingzhi and floral motif is characterized by
decoration of the surface with a succession of stylized lingzhi and floral motifs painted in
cobalt blue. The origin of ceramic works of this type dates back to the early 15 century, when
such works were produced in the kilns operated by the imperial court of the Ming Dynasty,
although they poured into the markets of Jingdezhen in Jiangxi Province, China during
the Qing Dynasty and continued to be produced in the kilns of Fujian and Hubei provinces
across South China until the modern period. Blue-and-white porcelain with the lingzhi and
floral motif'is an important subject with regard to the relationship between official kilns and
civilian kilns, and between civilian kilns in Jingdezhen and kilns in other areas, but it has
long failed to attract the attention of researchers - probably because it was usually produced
for use in ordinary households. Such ceramic works have been found at various Korean
and Japanese archaeological sites, too, but there was a lack of knowledge about the date and
location of their production and the means by which they were transported to these sites. It is
in this context that this study aims to present a detailed discussion about the specific aspects
and characteristic features of blue-and-white porcelain ware with the /ingzhi and floral motif
based on a close examination of the records, excavations, and relics that have recently been
discovered or studied.

The origin of this particular porcelain ware was revealed in connection with the

discoveries made in a layer of the Jingdezhen imperial porcelain kiln, which was established

* Curator at Ewha Womans University Museum
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when China was under the rule of the Xuande Emperor (1399-1435). However, historians
have discovered the name of a similar porcelain object in the list of antique collections
kept by the Qing Dynasty, and now believe that the Qing imperial court made copies of
the masterpieces produced at the kilns operated by the Ming Dynasty. Meanwhile, blue-
and-white porcelain ware originating from the Ming imperial workshops came to enjoy
great popularity among commoners after the introduction of the system whereby imperial
porcelain production was contracted out to civilian kiln operators and the practice of
selling defective goods out to civilian markets. It is now widely held that the circulation of
Jingdezhen products outside the capital during the mid-Qing period led to the production of
blue-and-white porcelain wares at the civilian kilns in Fujian and, as potters migrated, to the
gradual establishment of more civilian kilns across the southern areas.

The Chinese blue-and-white porcelain wares with the /ingzhi and floral motif
discovered in Korea and Japan were largely produced at the civilian kilns in Jingdezhen
after the mid-18" century. Such products were actively copied in many places around the
two countries, but the changes in production and consumption patterns resulted in widely
different characteristics. In Korea, for instance, Chinese products were usually consumed
by the royal households and government agencies, whereas Korean products from the
Bunwon-ri official kilns were circulated more widely among wealthy consumers in the
capital. In Japan, however, similar porcelain wares were produced at the kilns in Hizen,
Seto and Mino during or after the mid-18" century for consumption by ordinary people.
Some of the more modern versions of these Japanese products have been discovered at a
number of archaeological sites in Korea. Having originated at the imperial kilns of the Ming
Dynasty under the Xuande Emperor, blue-and-white porcelain with the lingzhi and floral
motif continued to prosper for about 500 years until the emergence of its modern version
from the kilns in Japan, leading to a great diversity in terms of their characteristics and their

production and consumption patterns.
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