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Abstract

The Calligraphy Style of Seong Su-chim

Chung Jin-Kyu *

This paper discusses the life of Cheongsong (J2) Seong Su-chim (H~FEE, 1493~1564),
a famous calligrapher of 16th century, and his distinctive calligraphy style. Considering the
acclamation by the contemporary painters and writers and the reputation of his acquaintances,
Seong Su-chim was a noted calligrapher of early Joseon Dynasty.

This study argues that the previous studies on Seong Su-chim have only focused on his life and
literary works, and aims to find the characteristics of his calligraphy by examining his works and
exploring related historical records. To do this, it examines his family, life, and friends and reveals
how those influences affected the development of his style.

Seong Su-chim moved his place of residence three times and these periods became important
turning points in his life. The first period(1493~1525) was from his birth to when he studied with Jo
Gwang-jo, a famous scholar and high official. The Cheongsong-dang (444 %7) period(1526-1543)
was the time when he started being anchoritic in earnest. When he was 27, he devoted himself to
study in the small house which he built at the foot of Beakak Mountain (4 {f7111). The Jugu-dang (1
%) period(1544~1564) was from when he moved to Jugu-dang at Gyeonggi province (57U H).

There are his extant calligraphic works still remaining including writing albums and several
wood-block prints. The works can be categorized by the regular script, running script, and
running-cursive script. The majority of his works are of the running-cursive style. Since none of
his early work remains, it is hard to deeply grasp development or change of his style. Based on a few
remaining works which contain his signature, most of his works were produced in Cheongsong-

dang and Jugu-dang periods. His detailed calligraphy styles are following.

* Curator, Calligraphy Museum in Seoul Arts Center
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First of all, regular script was influenced by Zhao Mengfu (# i, 1254~1322)’s style, and
partially took the style of Wen Zhengming (S, 1470-1559). However, it is hard to see the
changes of his style since the works with signatures are only limited to his later works. The small-
size running-cursive script is also based on Zhao Mengfu’s brushwork with influences from Wen
Zhengming and Xian-yu Shu (fif T4, 1257~1302)'s. Especially the fact that he accepted Xian-yu
Shu’s style was noticeable because it helped Seong Su-chim to build his own style after adapting his
style. The large-size running-cursive script escalated its features from his earlier works shown in
the small-size running-cursive scripts, and this seems to be related to his relocation to a new place in
later years due to bankruptcy. His characteristic style of calligraphy strongly emerged in this time.

Sung’s dynamic style was distinguishable from works of other calligraphers and outstanding
among them with his unique style. By inference, his style was developed by accepting popular
styles of those times and adding his own style to them, which makes his works special among
other works. Thus, there is no doubt that he was one of representative calligraphers in early Joseon
Dynasty.

According to the following reasons, his works are highly acclaimed. First, he has a very
unique style which hasn’t been found in any other’s work before. Second, the delicate taste of his
works was completed by adapting various styles unrestrictedly. Third, there were followers who
imitated or copied his style after him. Therefore, his lively calligraphy style can be considered as

Joseon version of Zhao Mengfu’s brushwork.
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