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Abstract

A Study of the Buddhist Statues by a Monk Sculptor Daneung
during the Late 17th Century

Lee Minhyung *

Daneung(3i/) is a monk sculptor who flourished during the late 17th century in
Gyeongsangbuk-do. In 1656, he participated in the project of building the Nahanjeon Hall in
Songgwangsa Temple(FA [ 5), Wanju, which was led by another monk sculptor Muyeom(f:
%), The experience and others gave him an opportunity in 1684 to make the Wooden Seated
Amitabha Buddha and the Wooden Amitabha Buddha Altarpiece of Yongmunsa Temple(ii2
"19F) in Yecheon. His other works whose dates of production are known include the Wooden
Seated Avalokitesvara Bodhisattva of Jeongbangsa Temple(35 75 ) in Jecheon (1689),
the Seated Sakyamuni Buddha Triad of Bonghwangsa Temple(JE\ /2 -F) in Andong (1692),
and the Four Guardian Kings of Ssanggyesa Temple(*i4%), Hadong (1705). The Buddha
images carved by Daneung are marked by a small, comparatively flat face with hooked nose,
long waist, W-shaped robe folds at the front part of the upper body, and a robe draped down
to cover the entire lower body before parting evenly into two parts. As for bodhisattvas,
bejewelled crowns they wear and symbolic objects they hold in their hand are highlighted.
These characteristic features were handed down to a younger generation of monk sculptors

such as Takmil(+7.%5), Takrin(B3k), and Jeonghaeng(1l- 7).

While Daneung was a monk of Wibongsa Temple (/2 J&| 1) in Wanju, Jeollabuk-do, he as
a sculptor was more active in the area of Gyeongsangbuk-do probably thanks to the support

from Soyeong Singyeong(I45Zii$7) and Jonghyeon(5< ). The two supporters were based

* M.A., Hongik University
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in Gyeongsangbuk-do and actively participated in the Daneung's projects as his witnesses
and patrons. The Wooden Amitabha Buddha Altarpiece (1675) enshrined in Daeseungsa
Temple(AFE), for instance, was witnessed by Jonghyeon. Similar techniques were used
to make the Wooden Amitabha Buddha Altarpiece enshrined in Gyeongguksa(B## ) and

Namjangsa Temples( ¥ = ~F), showing that they were made under the influence of Daneung.
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