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Abstract

A Study of Sanskrit Scripts and Mantras in Buddhist Paintings

Lee Seon Yong *

This study focuses on various Sanskrit scripts and mantras contained in various
Buddhist paintings, including hanging scrolls and, in particular, the new forms and meanings
of the religious paintings stored within the body of Buddha's statue by comparing the scripts
and mantras with Josanggyeong (& (%%, The Buddhist Canon of Iconography).

Buddhas and bodhisattvas depicted on the hanging scrolls made by Uigyeom(3%:#)
contain Sanskrit scripts in many parts of their images, the head, eyes, and breast in particular.
The scripts are connected with the ceremony of opening the eyes of a Buddha or bodhisattva
as provided by the records on the eight eyes of Bulbosal-Jeompilbang(fi3 5w BT /\HR)
and Junjeguseong-Beomja(fEH2 JLEEAETY) in Josanggyeong. The painting also reveals along
its edges the mantras which are the same as those contained in the canon's three chapters,
“Jebulbosal-Bokjangdan-Uisi (+#i (-5 1k I #FH ), “Myogilsang-Daegyowanggyeon
(e KB E42)” and “Samsiljidanseok (— &4 F#)” focused on the ceremony of storing
offerings in the body of a Buddhist statue.

The inscription of Sanskrit scripts and mantras on Buddhist paintings was conducted
widely in the 17th and 18th centuries during which the publication of mantra anthologies and
manuals of Buddhist rites and ceremonies was also widespread. The tradition of inscribing
Sanskrit scripts and mantras on the Buddhist hanging scrolls seems to have been closely
related with the ritual dances performed before the scroll as part of a Buddhist prayer service.

As clearly stated in the chapter “Samsiljidanseok” of Josanggyeong, the action of

inscribing Sanskrit scripts and mantras on a Buddhist painting meant enshrining “the

* Dongguk University
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sarira of the Buddha”. In short, it was a symbolic religious performance comparable to the
ceremony of storing offering in the body of a Buddhist statue or the eye opening ceremony

performed to give life to the manmade object.
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