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Abstract

The origin and significance of Stupa of State Preceptor
Hongbeop in Jeongtosa Temple

Kang Byung-hee *

Stupa of State Preceptor Hongbeop moved from Jeongtosa Temple Site is characterized
by a oval body tied with two strings crossing on the side with a floral design on the point
of crossing and laid between two lotus blocks, one above and the other below it. This stupa
body is similar to the “inverted bowl” of the Northeast Asian pagoda headdress. Considering
the “inverted bowl” of the pagoda headdress originated with a same body of ancient Indian
stupa, the appearance of such oval body stupa on the carvings in ancient Buddhist grottos and
Stupa as well as the same figured sarira containers from early, this stupa body may have been
originated from the inverted bowl-shaped body of ancient Indian stupas. And the strings and
floral engraving on the surface can also trace back to the Indian stupas decorated with floral

ornaments for dedication.

A more direct influence can be found at the Mubongtap (#4454, seamless shape stupa)
erected to honor State Preceptor Nanyang Huizhong (1915 %k LS, ?-775), a pupil of the
Sixth Patriarch of Chinese Zen Buddhism Huineng (2E6E, 638-713). He exerted a strong
influence upon the development of Chinese Buddhism during the transition period before
the prosperity of the Mazu Daoyi(!5iil 3&—) School with the viewpoint of Northern Zen
Buddhism which was under a strong influence from Tiantai(_X ) and Sanlun(— ) Schools.
His stupa erected by a Tang emperor through his pupil Danyuan Yingzhen(lff 5 JE[S) was

characterized by a seamless spherical body as depicted in a poem written by a Zen monk

* Lecturer, Chungbuk University
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Zhuan Yumi(Gifi i i) who restored the stupa in 1721.

According to an inscription on the monument of Priest Byeopgyeong (& A,
879-941), he followed State Preceptor Nanyang Huizhong as his model although he was a
legitimate successor to Muyeom(##4:, 800-888) of the Seongju mountain School(¥E{F:LLI
) and Qingyuan Xingsi(#5 /517, 2-738). The round body of the stupas erected to honor
Priest Byeopgyeong and his pupil State Preceptor Hongbeop reveals that the monuments
were influenced by the seamless shape stupa. The stupa means Original mind(AZ.[»
), Tathagatagarbha(Z117k i), or Buddhadhatu(ffif), and is closely connected with the
symbolism of Zen Buddhism in which a circle or sphere represents the Absolute world (i A

[i:5%), Tathata Buddhadhatu(IE 411 #F), and Noumena Svabhava(A<#2 (1%).

In sum, the origin and meaning of the spherical body of the Hongbeop's stupa can trace
as far back as the “overturned bowl” of the ancient stupas enshrining Buddha's sariras, which
are deemed as the seeds of the world to be created, and, more recently, the “Seamless shape
Stupa” which symbolizes Tathagatagarbha, Tathata Buddhadhatu, and Noumena Svabhava.
The development of Buddhism during the Tang(J) period led the stupas' spherical body to
combine the ancient symbolism of the “inverted bowl” with a new meaning based on Zen

Buddhism.
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