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Abstract

A Study of Metal Ritual Vessels of the Joseon Court

-Focused on the Ritual Vessels at the Jongmyo Shrine-

Kim Jong-im *

This thesis aims at a better understanding of metal ritual vessels of the Joseon court
via having a closer look at the changes they had by period and analyzing their characteristic
features, techniques used for the production, vessel shapes and designs decorating them.
The subjects chosen for the study are vessels used at the royal ancestral memorial rites held

seasonally at the Jongmyo Shrine during the Joseon Period (1392-1910).

The ritual vessels of the Joseon court are classified into two categories by their shapes
and decorative designs on the basis of old ritual literature and court protocols as well as
remaining relics. Vessels of the first category feature the shapes and designs similar to those
introduced in the Introductory Illustrations of The Five Rites of State ([51] 7555 41)
while the vessels of the second category feature similarity with the items illustrated in The

Collected Rites of Great Ming (K 4 i%).

The analysis led to the classification of the ritual vessels into five phases. The first phase
is marked by the establishment of a system regarding the use of ritual vessels according to
The Veritable Records of King Sejong (52 #1#%) and The Rive Rites (717%) compiled on
the basis of the studies conducted on ancient Chinese examples during the reign of two kings
Taejong (r. 1400-1418) and Sejong (r. 1418-1450). The second phase saw the publication of The
Five Rites of State (|25} 71 %) during the reign of King Seongjong (1469-1494) and the

* Hoeamsaji Museum, Curator
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creation of a code on the use of ritual vessels which would continue to be maintained until the
late Joseon period. The third phase is characterized by the restoration, and diversification,
of the vessels destroyed during the war (Imjinwaeran) that took seven years following the
1592 Japanese Invasion of Korea while the fourth by the appearance of the second-generation
vessels following the reign of King Yeongjo (1724-1776) and King Jeongjo (1776-1800).
Finally, an introduction of more stylized first-generation vessels with Ganji inscriptions and
a new set of ritual vessels marks the fifth phase that came after the reign of King Gojong
(1863-1907). It is also during this last phase that there appeared variations of the traditional
ritual vessels largely because the Korean Empire launched in 1897 required more dignity and

majesty.
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