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Abstract

Production and Cultural Significance of the Paintings of
Tribute Mission to the Son of Heaven in the Late Joseon Period

Park Jeong-hye *

‘Princely Gathering (I €)’ refers to the social act of assembling feudal lords across China
and foreign envoys from neighboring states maintained in the Zhou Dynasty under the rule of
King Wu. It was in the late 18th century when Joseon was under the rule of King Jeongjo that
the ancient Chinese tradition began to be visually depicted by Joseon artists. The production of
the paintings was spurred by changed attitudes of the Joseon elites towards the Qing Dynasty,
accumulated experiences of alien cultures through envoys regularly visiting the Qing court in
Beijing during the Quianlong era, and the introduction of illustrated books such as the Wanguo
Laichaotu (#B7K flE]) and the Huang-Qing Zhigongtu (2155 El#]). The format and
detailed images of the remaining Tribute Mission to the Son of Heaven works are believed
to have been established during the reign of King Sunjo (r. 1800-1834) and continued to be
maintained under the reign of King Gojong (. 1863-1907).

The paintings of Tribute Mission to the Son of Heaven mounted on folding screens
formed an import part of the court art of late Joseon reflecting its aspiration for an ideal and
auspicious state of the world. The world depicted by the paintings is close to a virtual reality
in which Korean and Chinese situations are intermixed and past coexists with present.
The ideal political situation created on the Tribute Mission to the Son of Heaven screens is

comparable with an ideal city life depicted in the Taepyeong Seongsido (AZF-Hk il “A

* Professor, Art History, The Academy of Korean Studies
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Thriving City in a Peaceful Era”) collected in the National Museum of Korea.

The prosperous and peaceful society depicted in the Tribute Mission to the Son of
Heaven screen is also compared with the scene of the Yojiyeondo (¥t 2l], “Immortals’
s Feast on Yo-ji Pond”). The scenes of the two works are basically the same in that the latter
depicts a scene of having an audience with the highest authority in the world of immortals

while the former is an expression of respect to the highest authority in an ideal political world.
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